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Shri Gulab Chand Kataria RAJ BHAVAN
GUWAHATI

MESSAGE

I am delighted to learn that Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya in
Lakhimpur is poised to commemorate its silver jubilee on the 25" and
26" of November, 2023. In tandem with this occasion, an annual
magazine by the name of 'Anusmiriti' is being published.

For the last 25 years, Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur,
has stood as an eminent beacon of education, diligently sowing the
seeds of knowledge among its students. It has not merely been a hub of
scholastic wisdom but a veritable crucible for instilling values and
nurturing the moral fiber of its students. This institution has fervently
cultivated a 'nation first' ethos in the hearts of its pupils.

Over the course of the past 25 years, the school has birthed an
impressive cadre of individuals who have gone on to serve our state and
nation with distinction, leaving an indelible mark in every corner and
crevice.

May the school continue to flourish in the days to come, and I am
hopeful that the forthcoming magazine will adeptly showcase the
multifaceted talents of the students and chronicle the remarkable
journey of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya over the past quarter-century.
My heartiest commendations go out to the entire school community, as
well as the editorial team behind ‘Anusmriti." May this publication find
eager readership and earn the resounding appreciation it truly deserves.

G\

Dated: November 9, 2023 (Gulab Chand Kataria)

ay ga




L

Ranoj Pegu

Minister

Education, Tribal Affairs (P),
Indigenous and Tribal Faith &
Culture (L&M) Deptt.

celebration.
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MESSAGE

| feel happy to learn that Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur is going to
publish a souvenir entitled "Anusmriti" on the occasion of its glorious silver jubilee

Education is a process of acquiring knowledge, values and virtue. It contributes to
the development of better people across the world. There is no better investment
than an investment in knowledge. | hope the souvenir will be filled with thought
provoking articles which will also reflect the major achievements of the institution.

| extend my greetings and warm wishes to the writers and all the esteemed
members associated with the publication of the souvenir and wish success of the

(Dr. Ranoj Pegu)

Dispur, Guwahati - 7870086, Assam
Ph. No. : +91 9954703825 (M)

! +91-341-2337023 (O)
- E-mail : ranojpegu@gmail.com
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Pradan Baruah
Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha)

33-35, South Avenue
New Delhi-110 ON
Teh : O11-23017268, 20317068

MESSAGE

| am deeply honored to be a part of this celebration, commemorating 25 glorious
years of your esteemed institution. It is heartening to witness the remarkable
journey of Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur (Assam) and its invaluable
contributions to education and our society.

Education is the cornerstone of progress, and your school has been a beacon of
knowledge, wisdom, and inspiration for countless young minds. As we celebrate
the Silver Jubilee, we not only reflect on the past but also look ahead to the
promising future you are shaping.

| commend the dedication of the faculty, the enthusiasm of the students, and the
support of the community that has made this journey possible. Your magazine,
"Anusmriti" will undoubtedly serve as a testament to your achievements and the
enduring impact of education.

| offer my heartfelt blessings and best wishes for this momentous occasion. May
it inspire the current generation to strive for excellence, uphold the value of
education, and embrace the pursuit of lifelong learning. Together, we can continue
to build a brighter future for our nation through the power of knowledge.

o

——

(PRADAN BARUAH)
FRADAN BARUAN
@ember of Partiamant
Lakhimpur Lok

Ward No. 6. Rup Nagar

Aradhol, PO & Dist. - Dhemaji, Assam, 787 057
Mobile : +91 9435048271

E-mail : baruahpradan@gmail.com
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Apurba Kumar Roy
Principal

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Lakhimpur

MESSAGE

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur, Assam was established on 18th January
1997 at Bihpuria in a temporary building. Later on it was shifted to its present building. |
am the 12th number incumbent as a head of the institution. | feel honoured to be a part
of this Silver Jubilee 2023 which is going to be celebrated on 25th & 26th November
2023 and witness the aura of the events. My initial joining as a Principal in Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti was on 1st July 2016 at NVS, Hgrs, Noida but after 21 days training, first
posting in the venue Vidyalaya of Lakhimpur District.

| have seen many ups and downs in this Vidyalaya about the students, staff and
parents. Thus from this level of experience, | observed various situations from different
perspective perhaps helps one to deal with the multifarious problems that crop up almost
every day in the Vidyalaya. Numbers of students got selected in different fields as they
desired. For a Vidyalaya, that is the good sign. We feel proud with our alumnus that they
are the guide of next generation students. It is generally seen that schools are mostly
concerned about the academic progress of the students but now it has become
consequential to shift the focus from fetching marks to instilling values in the students
which are definitely the need of the hour.

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur, Assam provides sufficient scope to the
students for gaining their full potential. It boundlessly focuses on a holistic approach to
education, incorporating academic, cultural and sports activities. Academic standards
are maintained through a structured curriculum and quality teaching which makes
learning more engaging. Cultural activities often involve various CCA events like club
activities, different competitions, celebrations to promote artistic and creative talents
among students. In terms of sports, this institution encourages physical activities and
often has sports facilities and events to promote a healthy lifestyle and nurture sporting
talent, leadership qualities and team spirit also instill self expression and relaxation
among the students. Students in the Vidyalaya get exposure to play in National & SGFI
level competitions through several avenues.

A pivotal role of the alumni shall work as a catalyst, which | feel. Alumni can establish
mentorship programs to guide current students, offering advice and insights based on
their experiences. A fundraising effort by the alumni can contribute to aid deserving
students with their education. Alumni can share success stories to inspire and motivate
current students, showcasing the possibilities and opportunities that they might witness
being in this institutions.

This Silver Jubilee 2023 event will facilitate collaboration between alumni and
students on encouraging knowledge sharing and practical application of skills. Alumni
initiatives during the silver jubilee can greatly benefit present students by providing them
with mentorship, networking opportunities, career counseling, practical skills, financial
support and valuable insights, ultimately enhancing their educational experience and
employability.

On the auspicious occasion, my heartiest wishes to all the active members for their
untiring effort to take out an exclusive piece of work in the form of a school Silver Jubilee
2023 magazine “ANUSMRITI" along with other multiple works.
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EDITORIAL

Anusmriti: Memoriesto Legacy...!

Our journey to the Silver Jubilee cel ebrations of Jawahar NavodayaVidyalaya
(INV) Lakhimpur began with a simple yet evocative WhatsApp message: ‘ Guys,
what are we doing for our school’s Silver Jubilee? . This sparked a whirlwind of
discussions, spanning WhatsA pp chats, phone calls, video conferences, in-person
meetings, bustling activities, and a few sleepless nights. Finally, we are here,
gathering under oneroof to commemorate 25 glorious years of our beloved school
- aplace many of us affectionately call home.

As we started planning, selecting a name for this momentous occasion was
paramount. We desired a name rooted in Indian heritage, understandable across
multiple languages, distinctive, yet deeply connected to our sentiments for the
school. Amidst thirty other suggestions, Anusmriti emerged - aword of Sanskrit
origin increasingly embraced in various Indian languages. Meaning ‘cherished
recollection’, it perfectly encapsulates our dear memories. Thus, we christened
our celebration Anusmriti, accompanied by the poignant tagline: ‘Memories to

Aswe unite to celebrate a quarter-century of our almamater, | am filled with
nostalgia, fondness and gratitude. Each of us harbours unique memoaries of NV,
where we formed the strongest of friendships, loved together and mourned losses
together. It was here that we learned compassion, integrity, resilience, and



determination - the virtues that prepared us to face
the world. Our teachers taught us to spell our names
and then stood by us as we found our identity. As |
age, | increasingly recognizethe pivotal rolemy years
in INV played ininstilling the core values that shape
my principlestoday. Withtimewe' |l probably struggle
to hold on to some of the memories as it dlips like
sand through our fingers. However, what will endure
arethevalueswe uphold and legacy webuild. | believe
that alegacy is shaped in two different ways: firstly,
by doing what is right (over doing what is easy or
popular), and secondly, by serving others to the best
of our ability.

| recall a memorable, perhaps contentious,
episode from my school days. Once, aquestion paper
was mysteriously leaked in the boy’'s hostel on the
night before an internal Mathematics exam. (To my
recollection that wasthe only time something likethis
had happened during my timeat the school.) Naturaly,
themajority of students (boys) seized the opportunity
to glance through the questions, eyeing for some easy
additional marksinthefollowing day’ stest. Y et, there
were a select few who chose to take a different path.
Despite having the same access, they deliberately
avoided looking at the question paper. At such ayoung
age, their decision embodied integrity and
righteousness. They chose to do what was right over
what was easy and convenient. This incident albeit
small had profound impact on my lifel

Less than a month before our silver jubilee
celebration, | lost my uncle. He had been an integral
part of my days in NV and immensely influenced
my life. My reflection on hispassing isn’t solely about
his significancein my life. Rather it' sthe realization
| had of the impact of living a life that positively
influences many, in various roles. The gathering in
his funeral was no less than that of a famous person
or a political figure, with a multitude of mourners
and those wishing to offer their final respects. He
worked as ateacher in a non-provincialized school.
Over the last two decades, he wholeheartedly
dedicated himself to uplifting numerous students,
conseguently impacting entire families along the way!
He might not have earned alot in financial terms, but
within hislimited capacity heimmensely touched the
lives of countless individuals. He led a life devoted
to serving others. AsMartin Luther King Jr. expressed,
not everybody can be famous, but everybody can be
great, because greatness is determined by service. If
we look at all the successful people in the world

whether they know it or not, but they have that
paradigm of service. | once listened to someone
responding to the ever-popular question, ‘What is
life? . According to him, lifeisjust two things: a) be
of service, by touching and enhancing the lives of
others, and b) improving oursel vesto reach our utmost
potential, such that we can have maximum impact in
(). Everything else, as he noted is noise!

JNV Lakhimpur has groomed us to be leaders
on various global stages, endowing us with
extraordinary strength and potential to initiate
meaningful change. With this immense power,
however, also comes significant responsibility. Our
school’s future, like that of any great institution,
hinges on the culturefostered by itspeople. Asalumni
or anyone associated with this institution, it is our
shared duty to not only safeguard but also enhance
the legacy. Let us, ensure that this legacy not only
survives but thrives.

Let’s unite for Anusmriti to celebrate 25
remarkable years of our cherished school, embodying
the ethos of ‘Memoriesto Legacy...!".

| express deep gratitude to all who directly or
indirectly contributed to this memorable event,
notably the core and sub-committee members, aswell
asour classrepresentatives. | want to extend profound
appreciation to Apurba Kumar Roy (Principal, INV
Lakhimpur) and Sunil Bonia (JNV Sonitpur) for their
inval uable guidance. Bhaskar Bhuyan, Bharat Bonia,
Monikongkona Changmai, Navajyoti Lahon, Sanjit
Pegu, and DhrubaBorah deserveimmense thanksfor
their incredible work throughout!

A special acknowledgment isdueto my editorial
team—Monikongkona (Rani), Malabika, Parismita,
and Saurav—without whom this magazine would not
have taken its current shape. Gratitude fills my heart
for Arup Konwar’ stirelesswork and guidance during
those sleepless nights for the magazine. | deeply
appreciate the time and effort taken by all guest
authors, teachers, ex-teachers, guardians, and alumni
who shared their experiences, thoughts, and expertise
for Anusmrriti. Lastly, | want to specially mention and
express gratitude to Roshan K. Shahu for proposing
the perfect name, Anusmriti, for our celebration.

Nabajit Saikia
Chief Editor, Anusmriti
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A Musngon RTE,
Gender and School Drop-outs

Dr. Alpana Borgohain
Professor and Head, Department of Women’'s Studies, Gauhati University

(I was pondering about what to writefor this
commemorative volume on the occasion of the
Silver Jubilee celebration of Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya(JNV) located in Lakhimpur district of
Assam and thought that it would be apt to write
on the problem of school drop-outs.JNV isapart
of the Government model system of residential
educationa institutionsgenerally locatedinarural
setting with amandate to impart quality education.
These schools were a product of the National
Policy of Education (NPE), 1986. | have over the
long years of my teaching career met alumni of
the school who are doing well in different walks
of life. In my opinion the Government of India
needs to increase the total number of such
schools(JNV) in newer areas to make quality
education accessible for more marginalised
children living at theintersections of gender, class,
caste, tribe, region, religion and other social
categories.)
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Education isregarded as one of the powerful
tools to emancipate the marginalised and
vulnerable groups of people. It isthe meansfor a
developing country to scalethe heightsof progress
and prosperity. India through the Right to
Education Act (RTE) enacted on 4" August
2009guaranteesthe Right of Children to Freeand
Compulsory Education. In 2002, the 86th
Amendment to the Constitution of India also
provided for free and compul sory educationto all
children of 6 tol4 years age group as a
fundamental rightunder Article 21A. Education
is a fundamental right and a constitutional and
legal right essential for all to achieve their full
potential as human beings and to contribute to
the society.

The RTE rules notified that the limits of
neighbourhood for primary schools should be one
kilometer and 3 kilometers for upper primary
schools. However, today with the merger of



schools under the NEP 2020, schools are moving
further away for some children, even though the
numbers may be few. It is worthy to note that
neighbourhood schoolsform the backbone of the
primary school system of devel oped countrieslike
the USA and UK. It isthe neighbourhood schools
that most of the students of USA and UK go to
irrespective of their social backgrounds. The
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has re-
structured the entire education system of India
from the primary to the highest levels. The NEP
2020 hasincorporated some of the best practices
from the western models though the efficacy of
the same is yet to be tested. A robust
neighbourhood school system contributes to the
democratization process as well. Therefore,
schools modelled to cater to quality education
needsto beincreased at neighbourhood levelsfor
an effective education at higher levelsaswell. It
can be aptly stated that the base of a pyramid
determines the height and the strength of a
pyramid. There is thus no gainsaying the
importance of primary education to the future of
acountry.
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A developing country like Indiawith alarge
number of people living below the poverty line
needs neighbourhood schools that are public
funded and well maintained. A potent and perhaps
abetter aternativeto such neighbourhood schools
may be residential schools modelled after INV.
This is especially necessary to fight the menace
of drop-outsthat tend to take away the benefits of
public primary education. Asasociety, weall need
to think and act for these school drop-out children
who are forced by circumstances to abort their
education mid-way. They are generally from the
most marginalized and vulnerabl e sections of the
society and hence might be dropping out of the
system thereby being deprived of their
fundamental right.

A recent report by the Ministry of Education
(Department of School Education and Literacy),
Government of India, published in February 2023,
reveals that the school dropout rate in Assam is
much higher than the national average, both at
primary and secondary levels. Thisstate of affairs
requires more investigation and urgent action. At
the same time there is also the need to find out

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur o 83



the gender, class, caste and community of the
school drop outsthrough appropriate surveysand
do the necessary research to know the actual
reasons behind this phenomenon.

The National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-
21) indicates that early marriage and household
chores are key reasons for girls dropping out of
schools, apart from safety concerns, lack of
interest, inadequate school facilitiesand also due
to lack of toilets and water-supply. Marriage
continuesto bethemajor goal for agirl eventoday
due to the gendered socialisation process.
Patrilineal and patrilocal societies continue to
consider daughters as Paraya Dhan to be married
off to the family of the groom. Families are
therefore not willing to provide carefor adaughter
for too long.

Moreover, being single is considered as an
anomaly for agirl in traditional societies. On the
other hand, the percentage of boys who dropped
out for paid work, farm work and family business
is higher when compared to girls. In the midst of
lack of job opportunitiesand interest in education,
boysalso drop out. Thereason behind thisisagain
the patriarchal socialisation process. Boys are
socialised to become bread winnersand therefore
their decisionsin life are primarily based on this
assumption making education less important to
petty jobs for sustenance. It is also being noted
now that in certain situationsif they are unableto
do so, they end up committing suicide. The Times
of Indiain areport in August 23, 2023 states that
therate of suicideamong Indian menis2.5times
of that women.

The drop-out data therefore reflects also the
gender divide and how patriarchy and economic
factors were critical in making children and
teenagersvulnerableto ending up as school drop-
outs. This has become the problem of the “ other”
— by gender, class, caste, region, religion and
ethnicity.

The rural-urban divide which can be added
to the parameters already stated above, aso shows
that the drop-outismoreglaringintherura areas
compared to the urban areas for both girls and
boys. This has increased in the post Covid
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situation. The School Children’s Online and
Offline Survey (the SCHOOL survey), released
in August 2021, established that the poor
children in rural India had suffered the most in
termsof the disruption of their education during
the pandemic.

Themajor concernin such situations should
be what can be the possible ways of bringing
drop-out children back to their class-rooms. A
government backed nation-wide outreach
programme with the participation and
involvement of all stakeholders including
teachers, parents and civil society organisations
should try to find out the dropouts and bring them
back into the education system. The NEP 2020
has a mechanism to track out school students
and their learning levels and to make it both
possible and easier for them to re-enter school.
The entire pedagogy of teaching-learning needs
an overhaul and learning needs to be made
interesting by using innovative tools and
techniques that can be contextualised.

Education is also a powerful agent of
socialization which nurtures and conditions
gender identitiesand gender relations. The policy
framework in India started efforts for gender
inclusivity and equality sincethe 1980s however
alot more still remains to be done. Thereisthe
need for gender sensitization of the teachers. In
the entireteaching-learning process, teachersand
students rely mainly on textbooks in India.
Therefore, efforts have been initiated to make
the content, visuals, images, exercises in
textbooks and values gender inclusive, gender
sensitive and gender just. However, the age-old
male bias, gender discrimination and gender-
based violence cannot merely be overcomewith
changes in the content of the text books alone.
The change hasto be much larger and should be
all pervasive including patriarchal practices
within culture, religion, economy, polity, media
and all aspects of our lives. For this larger
change the state and civil society at all levels
will have to work together to make the goal of
access to school education and quality
education areality. o



Chalk, Duster and Dream:

Barnali Choudhury
Teacher (English)

Theglorious, momentous Silver Jubilee of Jawahar NavodayaVidyalaya,
Lakhimpur ushersin aremarkablejourney down the memory lane, one marked
by the indelible imprints of chalk, the erasures of the duster and the soaring
aspirations of countless dreams. It is an honour to share with you areflection
on the extra- ordinary legacy of learning that our beloved institution has been
privileged to nurture. As| sit down to pen this memoir reminiscences pour in
and nostal gia overwhelms as the echoes of past inundate into a vivid visual
with our beloved JNV at its inception at Bihpuria at the backdrop with its
beautiful bottlebrush in blossom and the mighty jackfruit tree at the centre.

It all began in the late 90's when this sprawling campus was a canvas of
potential. One fine Sunday dawn of March | found myself standing on the
gateway fresh from university (the final result of MA was not declared yet)
embarking on achallenging role of being thefirst regular lady teacher to get a
novel experience of greeting thelittle dreamers engaged in cleaning the campus.
| vividly remember the early days of our school when we were a small team
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with a big dream. Our vision was to nurture not
only academic excellence but also the holistic
development of personality, to provide a space
whereyoung minds could grow as compassionate,
responsible individuals. | have had the profound
privilege of witnessing the odyssey of the growth
of the potential seed into a healthy sapling eager
to embrace and internalise the resources
developing from strength to strength to emerge
as the mighty Tree of Wisdom, a beacon of hope
transmitting knowledge to the community.

The early years were challenging; we had
limited resources and amodest infrastructure but
our passion was boundless and dedication
unwavering. Each day was a labour of love, as
we created an environment where curiosity and
imagination could flourish. In my classroom, my
mission was clear: to inspire and instil alove for
learning. | recall thejoy inmy heart as| witnessed
young faces light up with excitement at the
discovery of the power of the English language.
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My role was not just to impart knowledge but to
nurture dreams and aspirations. We strived to offer
a holistic education that included not only
academic excellence but also character
development, values and a strong sense of
community. In spite of the limited resources and
a meagre library without any exposure to
multimediaand internet, we scoured every source
we could find to build the cornerstone of our
school’s English program and the bookshelves,
though initialy sparse, werefilled with potential
to ignite young minds. It was truly magical to
watch young minds awaken to the realm of word
power, the beauty of storytelling, the enchantment
of poetry and the wisdom of prose. | witnessed
their creativity and analytical thinking flourish.
My commitment to English language education
extended beyond the classroom. We established
language clubs and organised literary events that
fostered a deeper appreciation for the language
and literature among the students. The means of



communication between me and my students was predominantly English
as| strived hard to foster the speaking skill amongst students. Many of my
students discovered the passion for writing, debating and public speaking,
transforming them into confident and articul ate individuals. The memory
of the process of bringing the first school magazine * Jyotishmaan’ into
light with active involvement of the students of first batch in the editorial
board was truly a commendable one and it gives me immense satisfaction
to contribute now again for the memoir * Anusmriti’ to be published on the
auspicious occasion of its Silver Jubilee Celebration under the able
leadership of my students. It is worth mentioning the passion and
perseverance of the students, the respect, and obeisance they had for their
teachers which paved the way for their shining performances in all the
spheres they adorned. The candid memories of Teacher’s Day celebration
flash back as| needed to be more organised and prepared for thisday asthe
studentswould take charge from the dawn beginning with cleaning teacher’s
room and decorating it beautifully, and making the teachersfeel extremely
special and revered through organising different
creative activities throughout the day .The excellent
performance of the students, in Board Exams for all
theyearsduring my stay of six yearsfor which I have
been awarded with certificates of Academic
Excellence by NVS is atestimony to this; theicing
onthetop isthe selection of my studentslike Devajani
Goswami, Medini Kr. Neog for prestigious Pestal 0zzi
scholarship and ultimately Saba Parvez clearing all
the phases of the selection process to secure the
prestigious Pestalozzi Scholarship for higher studies
in UK areonly atrailer to the vast and rich tapestry of
excellent alumni of this incredible institute
contributing to al the diverse walks of life acrossthe
global panorama.

In the early years, our school faced a multitude
of challenges. With limited resources, we transformed this place into a
nurturing home away from home for our students. The hostel building was
nothing but a humble shed and the doors and windows were too frail to
open with abang. As|l joined | was provided a space on the lower space of
a double-decker to be shared with a girl who was shifted to the upper bed
on my arrival. The journey had begun to live together with 60 girls sharing
the same room along with two other ladies, one Assamese teacher and the
other staff-nurse appointed on part time basis. The hostel building became
not just bricksand mortar but a place where young heartswould find comfort
and camaraderie. | had to shoulder the responsibility of leading alife by
setting an example for many young aspirantsin their formative years. Itis
pertinent here to mention the hilarious episode when the girls rushed to me
in afrightened shiver one late night to report of the repeated knock being
heard at the door as if the door would be broken into. | tried to console
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them trying to instil the sense of courageto brave any crisisand moved ahead to
open the door with the multitude of brave-hearts at my back only to find a goat
on the verandah to the relief of a hearty laughter. It was in these shared spaces
that the foundation of dreamswas laid. Teaching in aresidential coeducational
school was not without its unique challenges. It was not just about academics;
it wasabout instilling values, discipline, and asense of responsibility. The chalk
and duster symbolized our determination to overcome these challenges. With
unwavering dedication and the support of the community, wefaced each obstacle
head-on. Every obstacle became an opportunity to grow, and every setback a
chance to strengthen our resolve.

Our schoal life extended beyond academics. Co-curricular activities, sports,
cultural events and shared spaces were where friendship blossomed. Talents
were discovered and dreams took flight. It was in these shared spaces that the
legacy of learning thrived. Asthe CCA in charge, | had the privilege of not only
guiding our students but also become anintegral part of all theimportant events

of the school in making, the foundation stone laying

ceremony at the permanent site of Chaudhapunia, the

b shifting to the permanent building, organising various
cluster and regional level events as well as the grand
Regional Integration Meet hosted at INV, Lakhimpur and
later the performance was replayed at the Town Hall at
Bihpuriafor the genera public. The fond memories are
multifarious and magnanimous to find expressionin the
scarce spaces and each student of mine holds a special
place in my heart even though in this limited expanse,
the constellation of students’ names escapes full
illumination. It is heartening to see the next generation
of educators embrace our vision and val ues ensuring the
continuity of excellence. The legacy was not the result
of oneindividua’seffort; it wasacollective achievement.

In these 25 years, we have witnessed the
transformation of countlessyoung lives. Our legacy isnot confined to the chalk
and duster; it residesin the enduring impact of dedicated educators and passionate
students who live together as a close-knit family drawing from the ocean of
knowledge. As | look back on this marvellous memoir, I am reminded of a
guote by Nelson Mandela: * Education isthe most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world.” We, as educators, have the privilege of wielding
thisweapon, and in doing so, we are nurturing futures, one student at atime. As
we commemorate this milestone, let us remember that learning is a lifelong
journey and our legacy isatestament to the enduring power of education. Today,
as we celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the Magnum Opus * NV, Lakhimpur’, we
do not just commemorate the passage of time. We honour the rich tapestry of
experiences, achievements and dreamsthat have filled these glorious 25 years.
My heartfelt gratitude goesto all who have been part of thisincredible odyssey
of transforming countless dreams. May the legacy of learning and dreams
continue to inspire generations to come.e
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Child Psychology and
conditions of learning in
Navodaya Vidyalayas

(From personal reminiscences of 12 years of experiencein
the Navodaya system)

Titu Gogoi
Ex-teacher (English)

If anyone enquires about the psychology of the children in the Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas as a residential school and as opposed to other non-
residential schools, | promptly cite one of the sentencesfrom the famous | etter
by Abraham Lincoln which hewrotein aletter to theteacher of hisson-" Teach
my child to keep away from the mob.” But why did Lincoln advice to keep
away from the mob? It is because when people are in a mab, their activities
are hardly governed by ‘conscience’, but by the brute force that the sheer
number of the mob bestows upon it. However, | never intend to say that INV
studentslivein a‘mob’ and that’s why their activities are never informed by
any ‘conscience' . Rather, | citethat sentenceto understand the particular context
and background in which the students grow up in the INV campusesin their
ripe adolescencewhichisareally different context and situation. Normal people
whose children have not studied in INVswill hardly understand it. In so far as
the INVsin the North East Region is concerned, the general public generally
views it as the schools of unruly students. Their perception is caused by the
number of indiscipline activitiesthat take place inside the INVs of North East
and are reported in the public media. But Navodaya in the NE region is not
that all. It is also a mystery to the general public what a good friendly and
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homely relation the INV studentsand the teachers
share and cherish throughout their lives as well
the fact that INV students are spread out in each
and every arena of governance of the country.

TheWorld of their Own

To understand the psychology of the students
in the INV's and thereby to adapt oneself to deal
with those students one must understand the true
purport of the sentence Lincoln wrote to the
teacher of his son. The students of any NV live
in hostels and that'show itisa‘mob’ in so far as
they livein agroup in spite of the fact that they
have different hostels. Thefact isthat the children
in Navodayas spend more time with their friends
or seniorsor juniorsthan the timethey spend with
their teachers during class hours. On the other
hand, beyond the class hours and beyond the
notice of the school administration, they havetheir
‘own world" built with their adolescence mind-
sets where the teachers can hardly penetrate. In
case of the day schools, once the students are out
of the school premises they are under the
supervision of the parents which is not possible
in INVs. In INVs, the teachers are there looking
after the children 24x7 but yet, the teachers live
intheir quarters and the students have free run of
their affairsafter thefinal head countsare over at
9.30 or 10PM. At home, two parents look after
two or three children but in INV's around 500
students are to be looked after by only 20 to 40
teachers and other staff. Also the teachers have
their own personal lives and cannot be with the
childreninthe hostelsalwaysat night. Therefore,
to deny the existence of aworld of their own in
case of JNV students which is unknown to the
school administration would be like the ostrich
hiding its head in sand when storm comes. This
is truer in case of the JNVs in the North East
region for a variety of reasons which are not
possibleto discuss here. Nevertheless, it must be
noted that one of the main reasons for such a
speciality of the INVs in the NE is our social
system itself which | came to understand after
comparing the school discipline in the INV's of
North India, South Indiaand the NE Region.
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Now, inthisworld of their own, the students
themselves are the masters or guides of their
problems, issues or affairs. There are no elderly
person to guide them or redirect them if they
happen to take any decision in the wrong
directions. Thiswould not have been possible had
thestudentswerein their homeswith their parents.
What isvery important hereisthat the period from
Class-VI to XII is the most crucial period of
adol escence when the children are storehouses of
unending energy experiencing the manifestations
of myriad feelings and emotions and desires. In
the society asawhole, with the monitoring of the
parents, elderly people and the teachers, some of
the desires are moulded in the directions that is
needed for a society to remain stable. But, since
this moulding is not possible in case of the
students of the INV's, these desires and feelings
may remain unmoulded, in their very primal
manifestations which would inevitably lead to
conflicts with the imposition of rules and
regulations by the school administration. | still
remember the incidents in my first INV as a
teacher, in the initial days of my appointment,
when al the students came out en masse to protest
if any of the studentsis caught red-handed while
committing some offences and brought to the
Principal’s chamber for counselling. Thisis one
of the examples of those unmoulded desires and
proof that they have their own world which they
want to protect at any cost and that they may go
up to fight for those activities which may be
unacceptablein the eyes of the society in general.
Because of want of proper grooming, they may at
times start feeling those things as good and
inevitable which are generally not purported to
be healthy and welcoming by the society.

On the other hand, the students see the
teachers in the INV's from morning till night in
all their dispositions-formal as well as informal
and therefore the sense of aura that a general
teacher createsin the minds of the studentsisnot
present in the minds of the students of the INV's.
The very good side of it is that lack of this aura
may lead to very good and friendly relationswith
the teachers. But the bad side to it is that the



students of JNV's care more about what their
parents would say when they come to know of
their misdeeds (if any) who don’t residewith them
in the hostels but come only on holidays or other
designated days to meet them. The situation is
reversed in case of the regular day schoolswhere
the parents always refer to their teachers when
they haveto deal with any difficult situation with
their children. It, therefore, demands extra effort
and caution from the teachers and staff of the
JNVsin so far as the question of motivating the
childrenisconcerned . | personally felt that regular
classes of Counselling must be introduced in the
JNVsall across the country.

Two Worlds-Theirsand that of the Teachers
It is because of this that the teachers of the
JNV's must inculcate a lot of things in order to
become one who is very much respected and
obeyed by the students. The first and foremost
thing is that they must be concerned about the
welfare of the children from the core of their
hearts. Trying to escape difficult situations by the
teachersisnot left unnoticed by any of the students
and, if so, he/she loses legitimacy among them
and they start reciprocating accordingly. Students
discuss these things profusely among them and a
particular image of those teachers get created in
their world. They are, in this way, given
opportunity to discuss about the bad things of
these teachers and the good students also slowly
lose their respect for them. It may be difficult to
deal with many of theincidentsthat take placein
the INVs of the NE region but | have seen that
thoseteacherswho try to deal with such situations
fearlessly and with concern are always rewarded
with respect and love. They start getting prior
information about any possi ble misdeeds planned
by the studentsgone astray or got misdirected even
from those hostel swhich arelooked after by some
other teachersas‘House Masters'. Itisatrust that
a good and concerned teacher unknowingly
creates among the children. Even if the school is
generaly undisciplined yet there would always
be somevery good students. | personally felt very
elated and encouraged when | thought about it. It

happens because we are not given the bad things
by birth. Nelson Mandelahasavery illuminating
comment in this regard-"Man’s goodness is a
flame that can be hidden but not extinguished.”
The very duty of the teachers is to give those
opportunitiesto the children when their goodness
re-surfaces even amid the difficult situations.
Therefore, if any teacher pretends not to
know anything, and similarly also the Principal,
although a lot of undisciplined activities keep
going, we are actually trying to kill the good
person in the students. Although we cannot kill
the good person inside anyone compl etely yet we
may make them sleep for ever or that a really
strong incident would be required to wake them
up again. Pretentious teachers should know that
they are pretentious because they are weak from
inside. They areafraid of facing difficult Situations
and think like the ostrich that they would spend
the time in that school comfortably by ignoring/
avoiding difficult/indiscipline activities.
Teaching in Navodaya, therefore, isnot only
about transacting in the classroom. As the tiny
tots are given in the hands of the teachers by the
parentsand sincethey livein our hostelsfar away
from their parents, therefore, it isthe duty of the
teachers (and the whol e school) to groom themin
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all fronts. We must groom them the way a child
should be groomed to become one about whom
otherswould say-‘ Oh, areal genius/good person.’
And therefore, if any JNV teacher believes that
he hasto accomplish hisassigned dutiesonly and
thereby he can avoid all the troubles, he actually
puts himself in more and more troubles himself
and also put others in trouble too. Much woes
have been brought to the parents and the school
disciplinegoesunruly. Hishostel or hisclassroom
becomes the centre of unruly things and the
resultant troubleisto be borne by everybody. Such
teachers must remember one thing that they
actually are the agents which slowly lead the
school to indiscipline. It is true in case of the
Principalstoo. | have seen a so that many teachers
who werevery vigilant, concerned and strict under
a Principal with similar qualities may become
inactive, indifferent and a weak teacher if the
Principal isalso so. It is because they can neither
expect the required support from the Principal nor
bold enough to take risks on their own. But, as
teachers, we must remember that, if we are
concerned, it is our duty also to motivate the
Principal. Otherwise, we don’t have the right to
take the children away from the parents and keep
in the hostels in the name of admitting themin a
so called model school. In such contexts, | dways
remember one of my favourite Principals, Sri R
Prem Kumar, say-"We should remember how we
would feel if theteachersof our own childignores
them and our own child goes astray. The greatest
sorrow for a parent is always the one they get
because of their children (if any). | don’t
understand how, even after being parents
ourselves, we cannot understand what sorrow we
give to the parents of our school children by
ignoring them.”

Theroleof the Leader-The Principal

The main role, inevitably, is always that of
the Principal asit happensawaysand everywhere
that a ‘group’ always follows its leader. My
experience has taught me that even very strong
minded and dedicated teachers have to face
precarious situations if the Principal is not good,
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strict and concerned about the students. A
Principal does not always have to punish the
students for committing mistakes. But he must
always do something which emanates from his
concern for the betterment of the school, for his
concern that he must make each and every child a
better future citizen. Hemust think in hisfreetime
about the ways he can adopt to tackle situations,
about thewaysto motivate the children who have
their own world of thoughts and ideas and are
difficult to convince with the conventional
methods. He must refrain from anything that may
create the impression among the children that he
Is taking undue advantages from the school, that
he is corrupt, that he is going to ignore the
indiscipline activities committed by any student.
| would always remember another of my best
Principalssay-"1n Navodayas, the moreyou roam
(or run after the children) the less you face or
suffer; thelessyou roam (or run after the children)
the more you suffer- enjoy less respect and
obedience.” What | personally felt from the core
of my heart is that Navodaya teachers have no
other way but to be concerned, vigilant and
constantly on the move. If wethink that students
don’t know about anything we are trying to do
secretly, out of their sight, then we are either
foolish or areredlly dishonest. We must remember
that we arein charge of those children who have
been brought away from the warm bosomsof their
parents and are given in our hands. It would be a
sinif wedon'tlovethem, if wedon’t do something
extrafor the children but remain contented only
with the normal duties assigned to us. After all,
these children are going to be thetorch bearers of
the society where we all haveto live.

TheBright Lightsradiated by JNV Sudents
That the INV students have their own world
and are under less pressure from the teachers and
parents, for at |east sometime, they develop some
exquisite skillsin the particul ar areas where they
are good at. We must remember the way the
children of the INV's excel in games and sports,
or other co-curricular activities. Teachers of the
JINV s therefore must try to take opportunities of



thoseinherent skillsof thestudentsand try to groom
those qualities/skillsby encouraging and personaly
helping them. In this way many students, even if
they are otherwiseunruly or thelike, may beeasly
motivated. The satisfaction after such a success
makes our heart filled with peace and that is the
greatest achievement of a teacher. | can hardly
imagine of ateacher asa'teacher’ who turnsadesf
ear to such possibilities and remain a so called
traditional teacher accomplishing his routine-
assigned duties only thinking that more
involvement means more trouble.

The very world of their own makes the
students of the JNV's very different about their
perceptions of the world-about love, respect
towards others and all other things. One of the
prime duties of the Navodaya teachers is,
therefore, to try to understand these special ways
the children develop their understanding of the
world. They must not be a traditional teacher
trying to keep these things secret but to openly
discuss these things with them wherever
necessary. | personally found that one of the best
ways to get closer to students is to use the
information about their love life, about the secret
activitiesthey undertakein theworld of their own.
But before using that asaway to get closer to the
students, the teacher must be confident enough
that he himself must be that modern and tactful
to talk about those things. | am surprised to see
that the materials and tools given under AEP

(Adolescence Education Programme) are hardly
used by most of the teachers which should never
bethe case with any teacher. Inability to usethose
materials and tools in the classroom proves that
we are not at all above the so called traditional
concept of teaching. We can hardly expect
something different from such ‘indifference’.
The NV students on the other hand can
adjust with any situationintheir life after coming
out from the INVs. | very often tease my former
students that it is so because ‘the most difficult
situationsa JNV student hasto crossin hislifeis
in the INVs only’ for which no other situations
later in his life can affect him so much. He/she
can easily adjust with any situation. On the other
hand, any ideology or the particular naturea JNV
student develops during his time in the NV, it
generally does not change after he leaves INV. It
has, however, another side to it too-if a student
leavesthe INV with bad habits he may be unable
to avoid that later on too. Teachers as the
facilitators in the INVs, therefore, must be very
sensitive to the matters associated with the
students-they must try to understand the
understandings, perceptions and changes in the
minds of the children by observing very small
incidents and by talking to students in friendly
situations. One must not, however, be very
aggressive and imposing in nature all the time.
Such a nature may create the impression among
the other teachersthat he/sheisthe correct person
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only and thereby lose support from them.
Nevertheless, it is aso to be remembered that
trying to do something is much better than turning
adesaf ear.

The Exquisite Official System of Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti

As | used to keep track of the system in the
other government offices, therefore, | wasaways
awe-founded by some of the official procedures
of the Samiti. The promotion orders of theteachers
or the office staff came to the schools by post
which were not known to the promotees
beforehand. We know, how one in the other
government offices, one hasto run from pillar to
post to get his rightful demand of promotion.
Similar is the case with transfers. Again, no
teacher or Principal has to worry about getting
the money required for running the schooal. It is
really difficult to set up such a good system
particularly inacountry like Indiawhichisknown
for its vast diversity, complexity and constant
undercurrents of conflicting interests. My friends
outside the Navodaya system are always shocked
to know that even the shoe polish and toothpaste
isgiven free of cost in the INVs.

Postscript

| left the NV'S system in 2018 when | was
working in this INV, JNV Lakhimpur, asa TGT
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English. Now that | am out of the system | can
seethe system much better. L ooking back, | try to
understand if | could do anything worthwhile for
the students in particular and for the system as a
whole. Since one should not judge hisown works
and therefore leaving that to anyone who is
capable of doing that | would like to place the
following plea to the staff working under the
systemincluding thosewho areeven in thelowest
level of the official hierarchy-

-that, in a JINV even a chawkider is adso a
teacher of the students since the students seethem
only all through their day to day life and keep
forming their conceptions and understandings.
Therefore, all must be extra careful in all their
dealings al round the clock;

-that, being part of such an exquisite official
system offering all the benefits without having
any red-tapism, it would be asin for usif we do
nothing extrafor the children. We al are parents
or would be onesand the greatest pain of any man
IS the pain that he/she has to receive because of
his siblings.

On the other hand, it is also the duty of the
staff to make the children feel that being part of
such a system and having given so many
opportunities and so much having been spent on
them by the Govt., they should never let them
carry away by those attitudes which are
detrimental to the progress and peace of asociety.
All these can, however, be achieved at a cost and
we all should be ready to bear that.

Navodayans of all the country are known for
their unity, the fraternity they share irrespective
of whether they studied in the same JNV or notis
remarkable and hence let that be a step towards
making all the INV's in the country the model
schools which will be followed by al. Although
it'salong time since | have |eft the system, yet |
still feel to be an integral part of the system. |
learnt alot about life, child psychology and ways
of theworld while spending the very first days of
my service life. | would forever remain grateful
to the system. @



Sweet memories of my
Alma-mater

Biren Saikia
Ex-teacher (English)

These aredistant sweet memories of 1997. When | remember the beautiful
days| spent at J.N.V. Lakhimpur (Bihpuria). | discovered myself in the midst
of some children with whom | played, sang and consoled them in spite of
being a teacher. | joined J.N.V. Lakhimpur (Bihpuria) in 1997 as T.GT of
English when the school was in its initial stage. The school was started at
Bihpuria Development Block campus purely with temporary construction.
Including me, there were only 7 (seven) teachers and Mr. Y. K. Mall was the
then principa of the school. Theteacherswere Chaturvedi sir, Tiwari sir, Pandey
sir, Diganta sir, Jyoti Madam, Kabita Madam and myself. Kantiram, Jadav,
Lalit, Dilip and Tutu served the school and studentswith various needs. There
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were 68 (sixty eight) studentsfrom different
parts of Lakhimpur District with different
socio-economic and cultural backgrounds. |
got the opportunity to be ateacher of J.N.V.
Lakhimpur 25 (twenty five) years back, but
| still remember the events of thetime and a
pen picture of students’ activities reflecting
like a mirage in front of me. The love and
respect which | received from my dear
students still keeps me remembering them.
The studentscameto J.N.V. Lakhimpur
because, ever before there was no J.N.V.
(school) in Lakhimpur district. The concept

of JN.V. was purely a new one for the
guardians and as well as for the students.
When the parents (guardians) came to drop
their children in the school and returned
home, the students started to weep. The
teachers had to console them and make them
feel at home in the new environment. When
we spent our leisure time outside the
classroom, the students gathered around us
with their problems. Sometimes we played
therole of their parents to console them and
to make them satisfied. The students came
to the school with a new hope. It was my
proud privilege to interact with 68 (sixty
eight) students who came from various
corners of the district. Our classroom
interaction was very interesting and
enjoyable. Among 68 students, only 7 were
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from English medium background whereas
therest were from A ssamese medium schools.
What | experienced during my timetherewas
that all the students quickly adapted to the
situation and learned English rapidly. Being
an English teacher, | had to adopt various
techniques and strategies to make them
competent in the English language. When |
use tone, intonation, articulation, sentence
stress, word stress etc. | still remember afew
students making fun with the words. Once,
when | told them the pronunciation of some
wordslikevillage, often, listen, little etc. some
students namely Papori, Girindra,
Rani, Devgani, Harpreet, Nabajit,
Amrit, Kapil, Lahan, Utpal, Sanjit,
Bhaskar, Himadri, Pranjal, Alok,
Jyotshna, Amborish, Madhurjya,
Mukul. etc. etc. made fun and joked
with me and with the words.
Sometimes we played word games
and sentence games to make the
subject easy. Within a short period,
the students become competent in
developing their skillsin the English
language. We enjoyed the classroom
teaching. The classroom activities
and environment are most essential
for the better devel opment of achild, which|
tried to create in my classroom. Our
classrooms are the factories of human
resources where we mold and shape our
children and see the reflection of our future.
A proper education isonethat allows Nature
to teach every child according to their nature.
J.N.V. Lakhimpur will be a role model
Vidyalaya to make a better society. In the
words of Rousseau — “Everything is good as
it comes from the hands of the author of
nature, but everything degenerates in the
hands of men”.

Almost al the children of 1997 and the
rest are now in respectable positions and
playing vital rolesfor the devel opment of our
State and the Nation. Hope to see them in a
better and honourable position in future. @



Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
Lakhimpur: My Golden Years

Kamal Jyoti Borah
Ex-Teacher (Biotechnology)

| joined Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya Lakhimpur as a Post Graduate
Teacher on April 11, 2008, just after | had resigned my PhD from the
Department of Molecular Biology and Biotechnology at Tezpur Central
University. | was just 23 years old at the time, and INV Lakhimpur became
my home for the next eight years.

My first principal was Dr. Brajesh Kumar, and | had the good fortune to
meet and work with many wonderful colleagues, such as Sidananda Chutia
sir, Bobita Das ma am, Babita Maudeka ma am, Ramen Gogoi, Hemanta
Gogoi, Ibemcha ma am, Pawan Choudhary sir, Jayanta Saha sir, Jinu Doley
ma am, Neelam Soreng ma am, SK Paul, Prassana Behera, BB Verma, Mridu
Pawan Gogoi, Manoj Saha, Balgji sir, Bhattarai Sir, Sikdar Sir, AK Singh sir,
Prasant Kumar sir,Sheilama am, Birasir, etc and non teaching staff viz Kanti
da, Other mess staff, Pranab da, Nabada,Krishnada, etc.| cherishthe memories
of our time together...those School programs, Sports meets, Ali-aye-Ligang
celebrations, Pace setting activities, MOD roosters and the list goes on..

| wasa so theAssociate House Master of Nilgiri Junior and Senior Houses,
and | played volleyball and kabaddi representing my House. | aso have fond
memories of performing plays during Children’s Day, including a skit called
“KBC Kaun Banega Cangal pati” where | acted as Amitabh Bachchan.
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The goons
went to the
thug's house
and threatened
him. They told
~himthat if he
didn’t return r2ny
money, they
would break his
legs. The thu
was terrified,
_ and he
immediately
returned my
money.
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| used the library extensively to prepare for my APSC exams,
and | am grateful for the support | received from my colleagues and
students during this time. | finally cleared the APSC CCE exam in
2017 and became a civil servant.

JNV Lakhimpur gave me everything. It was where | spent my
goldenyouth, learned valuablelifelessons, and madelifelong friends.
| am proud to be aJNVite, and | am grateful for the opportunitiesthat
JINV Lakhimpur has given me.

| feel contended when | see my students well placed in life in
different vocations. | wishthem all successinlife. Longlivethelegacy
of INV Lakhimpur!

Even after becoming a bureaucrat, | talk about and owe my
background roots to JNV Lakhimpur. It is a place that will aways
hold a specia placein my heart.

Hereis ahilarious episode from my time at INV Lakhimpur:

Once, | had hired goons from a nearby village to recover my
money from a thug. | had lent him some money, but he refused to
return it. | was young and naive at the time, and | thought that hiring
goons was the best way to get my money back.

The goons went to the thug’s house and threatened him. They
told himthat if he didn’t return my money, they would break hislegs.
The thug was terrified, and he immediately returned my money.

| was relieved to get my money back, but | also realized that
hiring goons was not the best way to resolve the situation. It was a
risky move, and | could have easily gotten into trouble.

However, this episode is a reminder of my time at JNV
Lakhimpur, where | learned to be resourceful and to stand up for
myself. | am grateful for thelessons| learned at INV Lakhimpur, and
| am proud to be a INVite. @



Madein

JNV!

Medeni Kumar Neog
1% batch

Attending the birthday parties of the friends of my six year old son is
something that | cannot avoid. He and his friends usually have a great time
playing together and chatting about random things of their interest in these
parties, it is quite fun for them. And in this age of short attention span and
physical disconnects, such interactionsare much needed breakaways. However,
most of the parentsin these partieswould just sit around glued to their phones
and wait for the food to arrive. It is quite funny to see how we al want our
Kids to get off the phones and the TVs and play with their friends and yet
choose to continue doing exactly that ourselves. Most of the conversations
among the adults in these parties would be some trivial discussions about the
weather or the food.

In one such birthday party a couple of months ago, | was seated beside
this gentleman. He seemed to be of asimilar age to mine. Despite dressing-up
quitesharply, | couldtell that hewas physically tired. Hisbody kind of slouched
in the chair and his eyes drooped.

"Long day at office huh...!" - | tried breaking theice and firing up some
sort of a conversation.

It took him may be a second to get out of his tired contemplations and
gather the words. But he eventually and slowly replied -

"I... uh... just got back fromthisreally exciting yet very tiring event, you
know! Really wanted to rest today... but my son could not miss this party.
And so herel am..." - ahelpless smile was on his face now.
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"Must be agrand event. You definitely seem
to have had quite somefun!” - I insisted on taking
the conversation forward.

"Yeah man... It wasthissilver jubilee thing.
You see, | studied in this school called INV -
Jawahar NavodayaVidyaaya... at Golaghat. And
| wasthe..."

"Wait, WHAT?" - | interrupted him midway
through his sentence, | think | almost shouted.

"Yeah, why?Do you know it?" - Now hewas
intrigued.

"What do you meanknow it?1 AM from INV
Lakhimpur - first batch! We haveour silver jubilee
coming up in November..." - | most definitely
sounded proud at this point.

"Hell no... Areyou serious? | am from INV
Golaghat, first batch..." - He sat up straight in
his chair and his tiredness had vanished by now.

We literally dragged our chairsto face each
other, shook our hands again with arenewed vigor
and spent therest of the evening talking about all
things JNV. | myself have quite a few good
connections among the JNV Golaghat alumni,
thanksto the various cluster, regional and national
exhibitions and meets where | had the chance to
compete and cooperate with their school in the
past - and this gave us even more to connect on.
It was quite an evening. Both of our wives were
looking at us with disbelief, how these two guys
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who have just met could behave like two long
lost brothersin amatter of moments! | don't blame
them, only a person from the JNV family can
understand this camaraderie, this bond is
exclusive and special to us.

At some point or the other, all of us haveto
deal with what life hasin store for us. The going
gets tough. In that arduous journey, we lose bits
and pieces of ourselves. We tend to become what
our lives demand of us. More often than not, this
process brings about a sort of melancholy to our
lives. May be this is the reason that nostalgiais
such a powerful and reassuring emotion. It takes
usback to that zonewheretheworriesof theworld
could not touch us. And for a very large set of
people who studied in Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, the most powerful nostalgiaisthat of
our days back at the school campus. NV is the
emotional safe haven for all of us. We can always
remember that one weird and wild thing
somebody did at the hostel, dining hall or the
assembly and smile.

When | look back at my time at JNV
Lakhimpur, it was predominantly spent at the
temporary site of our school inthe BihpuriaBlock
Development Office neighborhood. One fond
memory that | have of our school from that time
is how we were able to establish a respectable
outlook towards the Navodayan life among the



larger society. Back then, our PE teacherswould
often take usinto the town for our morning runs.
We shared our playground with the neighboring
villages. We would perform a much decorated
March-Past parade and National Anthem at the
Bihpuria town hall every Republic Day and
Independence Day. There would be people
gathered outside our school fences to watch us
carry out our morning and evening assemblies.
We shared a boy's hostel with the BihpuriaBlind
School students and teachers. Through all these
interactions, people could see the discipline and
brotherhood that INV fostered amongkids. | carry
that memory with pride wherever | go. |
wholeheartedly wish that JINV Lakhimpur
continuesto carry forward that legacy of settinga
benchmark for othersto follow.

At a personal level, the greatest gift that |
believe we got from our time spent in a INV
campusisthat of resilience. We probably did not
realize it then, but the moment we stepped into
JINV, we entered aland of diversity. Coming from
rural and semi-urban households, we all have
spent our early childhoods in a pretty uniform
local society. Contrary tothat, INV wasamélange
of variousethnicitiesand identities- beit students
or teachers. And we all lived under one roof,
followed the same routine, sang the same songs,
ate the same food and received the same
punishments. At atender age of twelve years, all
of usstarted out on alifethat basically wasformed
based on the conversations and interactions we
had among ourselves. Theresiliencethat ayoung
mind builds through these interactions and
exposure ismore or less enough to set the person
up to accept and deal with any kind of situation
inlife.

| attribute alot of who | am today to my days
back at INV Lakhimpur. Resources were scarce
inthose days, but theway our teachers maintained
their patience to let us use those made all the
difference. | still remember the evening when we
had thefirst look at the only computer our school
was allocated to. One of our teachers would play
the BBC World Service in his Radio set and let
uslistentoit. The smell of that single set of Enid

Blyton books freshly delivered to our school
library is still aive in my head. At an age when
there was no internet, getting exposed to all of
these made all the differences. INV Lakhimpur
gave me avery wide canvass to play with, and |
am thankful for it every single day.

Themost beautiful aspect of our livesat INV
Lakhimpur isthat wejoined the school aschildren
and |eft the school as adults. Our child to teenage
to adult transition happens within those school
hostels, classrooms, playgroundsand dining hall.
And we had the best asset in the world during
that phase with us - our friends. Knowingly or
unknowingly, we help each other during this
critical phase of life. We form special bonds in
friends, we many-a-timesfight with someone, we
have our first crush, we get punished for all our
wrongdoings - al within those school walls. We
learn how to study or play without any help from
our parents and only under the guidance of our
teachers. This itself is a great life lesson to act
independently in life situations. Nothing could
havetaught usthisbetter except for our time spent
at JINV campus. This is the reason that the
friendship we form during our JNV days last a
lifetime. Life skills like discipline, punctuality,
acceptance, resilienceetc., that comehandy inlife
later are learnt in our school daysitself. INV life
isstructured around these values. By thetimewe
areout of INV and start interacting with theworld
outside, we realize how valuable those learnings
are.

And today when our beloved school has
turned twenty five, all | can hope for isthat INV
Lakhimpur will only add to that heritage in the
coming days. | can only wish that the coming
generationswill create even sweeter memoriesin
these hostels and classrooms. The footprints on
the school corridors will only increase; let those
be ones that you would give everything to walk
by again. How | wish today to go back to that
hostel bed for once and lie down there on a
Saturday evening completely free from any
worries of the world!

Here's to a lifetime of legacy, JNV
Lakhimpur! e

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, Lakhimpur o 101



Experiences of being Woman,
struggling through Power, Gender,
Cultureand Class- Sdf-Analysis

Monikongkona Changmai
1% batch
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‘What isthislifeif, full of care,
We have no time to stand and
Stare.’ ——WH. Davies

At thisjuncture of life, it isreally hard to find time to reweigh
thelife. But | feel fortunate to do the samein the disguise of awrite-
up for our Silver Jubilee Year Magazine ' Anusmriti’ . And whilegoing
to write this, | am realising that, yes, we do have time to stand and
stare athough not literally but while doing many other things like
whiletravelling, bathing, trying to sleep, eating and when not!!! And
| am fondling with my past which isfull of beautiful aswell as bitter
memories (yet memories, as it makes me what | am today). | am
feeling likewriting so many things but at the sametime, | amrealising
that articulating my life experiences, which has witnessed a drastic
trangitionfrom avery basicrural lifeto ahigh-tech digital metropolitan
city lifeisnot really an easy task. Adding to that, it is more complex
torevisit one'spast by contextualising theoretical conceptslike state
of being woman’, ‘power struggle’, ‘Gender’, ‘Culture’ and
‘Class etc. Despitehaving variouslimitations, | feel enthralledto write
about the days of my lifetill date.

My ‘Ghilamara’ childhood days:

| belongto arura areanamely, Ghilamaraof Lakhimpur District
of Assam and it’s no wonder if somebody has not heard about the
place. Itisaplacefull of greeneriesathough having recurring effects
of flood, poverty etc. | was brought up in ajoint family and with full



freedom of dancing, singing, acting, drawing,
cycling, climbing, fishing, angling and all other
agricultura activitieslike ‘kothia- tula, ‘kothia-
ruwa’, ‘dhaan-dua’, ‘Daangori-korhiuaa’ etc.|
along with my brother, who is younger to me by
eleven months, was encouraged to do everything.
We read magazines like ‘Sofura’, ‘Okonir
Ogrodoot’, ‘Mouchaak’ * Notun Aviskaar’ etc and
this world was introduced to us by one of our
Hometutors. | felt the urge to mention about him
asbecause| could analyse many conceptuaterms
by reflecting on his life. He had five daughters
only because hewanted ason to continuehismale
line. And fortunately or unfortunately, his sixth
progeny was a boy. He was a teacher in a non-
provincialized school and had no salary. Due to
hisextreme poverty with six children and hiswife
he used to take hometuitions. He could not plough
inhisown paddy field as hereasoned for the same
that Brahmins don’t plough. Thisiswhy, despite
having agricultural land he could not engage
himself in that too and had to depend on others
for which he had to pay and could not afford to
do so. Inaway, caste supremacy led himto alife
of poverty. And sadly, he was suffering mental
illness and last year, he killed himself. These are
pure instances of male supremacy, patriarchy,
Casteism and poverty.

During those pre-primary days, one day, it
so happened that we were playing with our
neighbouring friends. One of thevillagers, ahigh
school teacher, was passing by the place where
we were playing. He saw us, me and my brother,
over there and called us to him and told us not to
play with those children as they werefrom poor
familiesof thevillage. Eventhough | wasachild,
still | felt really bad for classifying friends on the
basis of economic status of their families. Here, |
feel happy to write that those friends from those
poor families are well established now and they
have achieved those statusesin the society by dint
of their hard work and perseverance which the
high school teacher’s children could not. Thisis
also a pure instance of discriminatory class
CONSCIi OUSNESS.

It is noteworthy here that in our family we

had no such discriminatory mindsets among the
family members and we enjoyed our childhood
with full freedom. We were never dictated
regarding our friends, not even whether they were
boysor girls. My father told me that girls should
study more. He encouraged me to become a
lawyer. He plainly believed that girls must know
laws. Even if | apply the concepts like power,
class, caste, gender etc, | see that there was no
such clash. My grandmother wasthefamily head.
My mother was a working woman. So she had
economic independence. But, now, if | look back
at the nature of jobs the women used to do were
mostly of the nature of care giverslike Teachers,
Anganwadi Workers, Doctors, Nursesetc. | never
saw any engineer, BDO, Sub-Divisional Officer
or Police officer etc.There was only one female
advocatein our area. My aunt wasthefirst female
driver inthe year 2000. But now the scenario has
changed drastically in all the domains.

It is interesting to mention here that during
my thought processof writing this, | wasreminded
of alesbian-couple, whom | met probably in 1992
in a very remote place, namely, Noruwathan of
Dhemaji district. It was the talk of the town then
that two girls were leading a couple-life in that
village. At this point of time, having a good
amount of academic inputs, | feel like going to
meet them once and sal ute them to take such bold
step to livetogether in such aremote conventional
society; which is far away from any kind of
feminist ideological orientation.

Being a girl of arural area, | was never
stopped from doing anything what my brother did.
Instead, | was encouraged to do everything and
my parents, uncles and aunts always used to
accompany me. Thisisto mention herethat during
my childhood days some people used to called
me as ‘naak-sepeti’ and ‘Aalumaai’ as because
my nose-shapeislittleflat and my teeth-gumsare
out while | smile. | was taught by my ‘Aaita to
reply them back that ‘my nose and teeth-gums
will not feed me, my capabilities will feed me'.
That ‘Aaita-taught’ short reply was my saviour
then.

Though these are very few snapshots, thisis
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how my childhood has been my pride of lifewith
different encounters. My village people were
economically poor, but richin their hearts, happy
and content. Sometimes | feel like relinquishing
my city life and go back to my days at home in
Ghilamara. But, it is sad that lives have not been
the same pure and simple in the villages too due
toglobalisation. | still feel to befortunateto belong
to community life which has enriched my life.

Towards a more disciplined life: the life of a
Navodayan:

Passing the stages of preparing for entrance
examination to Jawahar NavodayaVidyalayaand
getting into thelifeahosteller wasamixed fegling
then. The school was waiting for us with a
completely new world. We met friendswith many
different realitiesfrom the whole district and
teachers and school staff from various places of
the country. School was the melting pot of
different cultures, caste classetc. We encountered
with multiplereditiesof life. That wasthe second
home for me where | relearned to love people
irrespective of their family background, caste,
class or any kind of possible divisive attribute.
Therel saw from the most possible proximity how
poverty could be disastrous to a child.A teacher,
originally from another part of the country,once
publicly humiliated a tribal boy during the
distribution of toiletries at school. The teacher
compelled the boy to extend his hands, saying
‘Bhikshaang de hi,” and dropped the items onto
his hands. Witnessing this scene was deeply
distressing. However, it isheartening to know that
the boy, who experienced this humiliation, went
on to pursue higher education in reputed institute
and has since become well-established.

By shifting my mind from the bitter
experience to the best one, | must say that the
school empowered usin many different ways. We
played cricket, football which usually girlsdon’t.
Andinterestingly, at first, wewerenot alotted in
the evening routine to play cricket and football.
But we protested and demanded to play everything
without being categorised as girls. We were
successful.
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In dormitories, two girls/boys were not
allowed to sleep together. Then we didn’t
understand the reason behind the rule. We were
told that House-Masters were instructed to not to
allow us to do so. We were little surprised and
hurt as we could not sleep and talk together with
our best friends. But now | realise that was a
precautionary measure to check lesbianism or gay-
sex. Thisishow unknowingly we slowly entered
into a different world.

When | wasthe dormitory captain, | realised
|eadership comeswith responsibilitiesand duties.

Our school lifewas under strict surveillance
which made us more expert in breaking norms,
rules etc as we were always in the pursuit of our
unfathomable absolute freedom. We protested
against corporal punishment. Werevolted against
Indian Chauvinism.This school taught me how
to dream for a better future. It gave me the
opportunities to look into many new avenues of
life.lt gave mefriends, sistersand brothersfor life.
| dwaysthank my teacherswho loved us, nurtured
us, taught us to be a better human being.

In chase of the childhood dream:

In the quest of my childhood dream of
becoming a lawyer, | took admission into five
years integrated course of bachelor of laws. |
didn’'t realise beforethat | wasthat thirsty to study
law until | started studying law. It fetched me
knowledge. | never took resort to any easy way to
earn my degreefor which | washarassed mentally,
and undue proposals were given. | overthrew
everything and came out of amischievous system
with dignity. | always fedl fortunate that genuine
people awayslove me. My teachers except those
corrupt ones love me and have been always
encouraging me in my all endeavours.

Knowledge is power. However, little it may
be, but my legal knowledge has always helped
meto feel empowered. Though not professionaly,
but personally | have assisted many vulnerable
people at different points of my life with my
existing legal knowledge. | have been a sincere
law student all throughout.



My journey to another new world:

| still wonder whether marriage is a
sacrament or amere contract as law says. Thisis
because | married him as| lovehim. My marriage
was a choice not a compulsion. | thought people
might raise the issue of caste as | heard few
relativesfrom my husband’s sidewere whispering
the caste-clashissue. But it went so smoothly that
they never got achanceto utter asingleword. We
had so-called inter-caste love-marriage. Just after
my marriage, | went to Mumbai to pursue my
masters in Social Work. My brother encouraged
me the most. At first, | was in dilemma whether
to pursue LL.M. in National Law University,
Ranchi or Tatalnstitute of Social Sciences(TISS),
Mumbai. Then one of my sisters, Bitopi Dultta,
told me that never miss the chance to study in
TISS, Mumbai Campus; and said that the campus
itself would teach me many things. That wastrue
indeed. The campuswasamini-India. TISS made
me empathetic, more sensible, matured and more
empowered. TISS life is a kaleidoscopic life. It
exposes one person to many different
perspectives. | learned, relearned, and unlearned
many different thingsover there. Every usual thing
started becoming unusual and unusual thing
becoming usual. | learned the lives of prisoners,
their children, homeless and destitute, children
of conflict-ridden areasetc. | witnessed the horrors
of lives of development displacement victims,
constant human rights violations cases, different
power structures and their foul-play, their
conflicting-interests etc.

And many more minute yet beautiful things
about classrooms like non-hierarchical settings,
the contented feeling of not-being unheard,
freedom of work at field, unbiased and non-
judgemental attitude of the entire campusetc. are
few moretreasured memorieswhich | would carry
in my heart forever.

And the journey continues sometimes as a
professional, sometimes as a student...
Finally, during my tenure in ateaching role,

| faced numerous instances where | became the
target of gender bias. However, | remained
steadfast in such situations, asserting my rights
and carrying out my responsibilities with
unwavering dignity.

| choseto quit my job to dedicate timeto my
son during his early school years. Despite my
husband’s suggestion to reconsider for fear of
hindering my self-development, | stood firm,
emphasizing that my decision was made after
careful contemplation over six months. | livelife
on my own terms. After six months of my son’s
schooling, | contemplated pursuing M.Phil/Ph.D.
| expressed my preference for M.Phil over Ph.D.
during the 2019 interview, a choice that drew
criticism from friends. Undeterred, | explained
that | had a plan.Despite the backlash, | pursued
my decision and enrolled in the M.Phil program.
Later, in 2023, | made the decision to embark on
a Ph.D. journey in the Department of Women’s
Studies at Gauhati University at the age of 37, a
choice that sets me apart from friends who have
already completed their post-doctoral studies.

| believe that God has always a better plan
for me, and | am doing my work without bothering
the pace and what people would say.

Thelast story:

Few days back, while coming back from
Court, | saw an extremely old man calling for help
to cross the busy road. Then | stopped my car,
went up to him and told that | would help him.
Helooked at me and questioned whether | would
really be ableto do that. Then | asked himwhy he
said so. He said that it would have been better if
somemalewould turn up to help him. Then| said
him ‘Sauksun aaji moi parimne nai’(You see
today whether | can do or not).l helped him of
course and hethanked me. Thismade merethink,
patriarchy isingrainedindeed!!! Anextremely old
man evendon’'t rely on awoman in helping him
to simply cross aroad.

And the life continues with laughter,
sufferings, achievements, and failures. e
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ORGOSOLO

A Canvas of Human Expression

Devajani Goswami
1% batch

Expression is a powerful tool. Today | am going to tell you something
about the speaking walls. Recently | visited acity in Sardinianamed Orgosolo.
Nested in the heart of Sardinia, the small town of Orgosolo is a hidden gem
that has gained international fame for its unique form of street art known as
"murales.” Murales vividly illustrate the town's history, culture, and social
conscience.

By definition "Murales are large artworks painted directly onto walls,
ceilings, or other permanent surfaces". They have been present for thousands
of years in various cultures and serve a wide range of purposes, including
cultural expression, storytelling, political messaging, and community
beautification.

Murales became powerful around the world when so many difficult social
events were taking place from political assassinations to race riots to war
protests.
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When | reached Orgosolo, | took an audio
guide and started wandering. Theroadsare narrow
and hilly and each art onthe sidewallshad to tell
you astory. | was astonished by the range of topics
it had covered. From political messages to
empowerment to child labour to global warming.

The very first murales in Orgosolo were
completed by an anarchist theatre company by the
name of Dioniso. Directly after that, the
communist Francesco Del Casino and his art
students began painting more murals around the
town to speak up about their political beliefs
during the 1970sand 1980s. Today there are more
than 150 murales.

Of coursel could not cover al of them. Some
really made an impression. The most impactful
mural for me wasto see The father of our nation,
Mahatma Gandhi, silently sitting in peace, that
wall was screaming out loud the power of non
violence. | have shared that picture (along with
some others) for you to see.

Orgosolo, withitsmuralesand diverseforms
of human expressions, standsasashining example
of how art can beavehiclefor preserving history,
celebrating culture, and advocating for change.
The town's murales showcase the power of
collective human expression to shape a
community, educate the masses, and influencethe
world. With some you agree with someyou don't.
But they are sure to tickle your mind and make
you think hard.

Asl walked through Orgosol o's streets, | was
reminded that art transcends|anguage and culture,
providing a universal platform for dialogue and
understanding. Orgosolo'smuralesare not just an
wonder but a living testament to the resilience,
creativity, and voice of acommunity determined
to make a difference in the world through the
simple act of expressing itself. o

.
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Nurturing Holistic Growth:
The Imperative for Spiritual Education
In India's Education System

Nabanita Saikia
5% batch

India, aland steeped in wonder and wisdom, hasarich history in education,
drawing seekers of knowledge from far and wide. A country renowned for its
historical contributionsto education, isat acrossroadswhere modern pedagogy
has veered away from the holistic principles that once defined its educational
landscape. The Gurukul System, aprominent educational model of ancient India,
focused not only on academic prowess but also on character development,
spiritual growth, and environmental consciousness. However, the contemporary
education system introduced in 1835 lacks this holistic approach, emphasizing
competition over comprehensive learning. The need for a comprehensive
approach that intertwines intellectual and spiritual development is gaining
traction, and thisshift isnot merely an idealistic notion but onerooted in credible
research.




In the pursuit of careers and financial gain,
the modern educational system has overlooked
the importance of nurturing the mind, body, and
soul. The emphasison knowledge acquisition has
left moral development trailing behind,
contributing to the prevalent mental health issues
among the youth today. Recognizing the urgent
need for a shift, it is imperative to reintegrate
spirituality into the education system. Spirituality,
distinct from religion, encompasses the study of
life and the spirit, offering a profound
understanding of one's self and the universe. It is
not about myths or superstitions but about
realizing life's realities and
gaining wisdom.

Numerous  studies
highlight the profound
impact of spiritual well-being
on various facets of human _
development, making a |
compelling case for its
incorporation into the
education system. Research
consistently demonstrates
that students who are
connected to their spirituality,
experience enhanced mental
health, academic success,
and resilience in the face of
challenges.  Nurturing
spiritual growth contributesto asense of purpose,
meaning, and overall life satisfaction.

A comprehensive review published in the
Journal of Educational Psychology (Smith et al.,
2020) found a positive correlation between
students' spiritual well-being and their overall
psychological health. The study emphasized that
spiritual education contributes not only to
academic achievement but also to the
development of a resilient mindset, crucial for
navigating the complexities of modern life. A
longitudinal study conducted by the National
Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences
(NIMHANS) in India (Sharma et al., 2018)
reveal ed that studentswho participated in spiritua
education programs exhibited lower levels of

stress, anxiety, and depression compared to their
counterparts. Incorporating spiritual practicesinto
education, such as yoga, meditation, and
mindfulness, has also garnered attention in
academic circles. A study by the International
Journal of School & Educational Psychology
(Chopra et al., 2019) explored the impact of
mindfulness programs on students' attention,
emotional regulation, and academic performance.
The results indicated notable improvements in
these areas, reinforcing the idea that spiritual
practices can be valuable tools for enhancing the
educational experience.

To delve deeper into the
impact of spiritual education
on child psychology and
emotional well-being, it is
essential to recognize the
historical context of India's
ancient culture. Prosperous
civilizations like the Indus
Valley and Vedic periods
placed asignificant emphasis
on holistic education,
acknowledging the
interconnectedness of the
mind, body, and spirit. Inthis
cultural backdrop, children
were nurtured not just
academically but also
spiritually, fostering a well-rounded approach to
their devel opment.

The traditional Indian educational
foundations, "Gyanam" (Knowledge) supported
by "SHIKSHA and VIDHYA" (Objective and
Subjective), present abalanced approach. Shiksha
imparts skills necessary for material success,
while Vidhya delves into understanding oneself,
fostering morality, righteousness, and a holistic
perspective. These principles, rooted inthe ancient
Gurukul System, aimed at developing individuals
with well-rounded personalities, discipline,
intelligence, and mindfulness. In contrast, the
contemporary education system, introduced by
Lord Macauley, has deviated from this holistic
model. It focuses more on a competitive race for
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By
incor porating
spiritual
principles and
practices into the
educational
framework, we
not only align
with therich
traditions of our
past but also
empower the
youth with the
tools they need
for a balanced
and successful
future.
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academic success, neglecting personality development, moral
conscience, and ethical instruction. The emphasison commercia gains
leaveslittleroom for physical exercise and the acquisition of essential
life skills.

The shift towards a spiritual education model aligns with the
timeless wisdom of Gurukulas, where students coexisted in
brotherhood, engaged in group discussions, and participated in
activitiespromoting critical thinking. Incorporating practiceslikeyoga,
meditation, and mantrachanting, Gurukulasaimed at fostering astrong
sense of interconnectedness, empathy, and responsibility for theworld.
Drawing inspiration from India's ancient Gurukul System, which
seamlessly integrated spiritual and academic education, the
contemporary education system can benefit from evidence-based
approaches. The timeless wisdom of Gurukulas, coupled with the
findings of modern research, provides a robust foundation for
advocating the integration of spiritual education into the mainstream
curriculum. Some educational institutions have already embraced
curricula centered around spirituality, providing students with an
opportunity to explore various traditions and practices in a safe and
supportive environment.

Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) resonates with the ethos of
India's ancient Gurukul system, embodying acommitment to holistic
education and a residential learning environment. Much like the
Gurukulas of the past, INV s provide not only an academic curriculum
but al so a space where students undergo comprehensive devel opment,
nurturing their character, values, and cultural identity. The residential
setting fosters a sense of community, mirroring the guru-student
relationshipsin Gurukulas and allowing for personalized mentorship.
However, INVs stand out in their potential to foster spiritual growth
compared to many other schools in India. The combination of a
supportive residential community, dedicated teaching staff, and an
environment that encouragesintrospection and self-discovery positions
JNV's as unique spaces for nurturing not just intellectual but also
spiritual well-being. This distinctive feature further bridges the gap
between ancient traditions and modern educational needs, envisioning
a system that empowers students to flourish not only academically
but also spiritually in their journey towards holistic growth.

The call for spiritual education in India's educational system is
not a mere ideal but a scientifically substantiated imperative. By
incorporating spiritual principles and practices into the educational
framework, we not only align with the rich traditions of our past but
also empower the youth with the tools they need for a balanced and
successful future. It's time to bridge the gap between ancient wisdom
and modern research to shape an educational system that nurtures not
only intellect but also the spirit, fostering resilient, fulfilled individuals
ready to contribute positively to society. o



A tiny trunk with alifetime's
worth of memories

Saba Parvez
4% batch

This autumn of 2023, as| am packing my apartment
in Utahand moving to Chicago to start my career as an
Assistant Professor at Northwestern University, | can't help
but reflect on the several life eventsthat led meto wherel
am today.It all began with my 12-year-oldself arriving at
the gates of JNV Lakhimpur with atiny trunk carrying all
my belongings. | had no ideathen that several years later
my trunk would measure too small to fit all the life skills
and lessons | earned, lasting friendships, laughter, joy, and
life-time worth of memories that INV Lakhimpur would
giveme. The school not only cemented my formativeyears
as an individual but also laid the foundations for the
scientist | am today.

| remember like it was yesterday when our parents
told my sister and | that we got accepted to INV Lakhimpur.
While | was aware of the fact that it was an incredible
educational opportunity, | was saddened by the thought
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that we would have to leave home to stay at a
hostel. | remember feeling nervous and anxious
on our way to the school. However, as soon as |
entered the gate and settled into the hostel, | felta
sense of calmlike | was home. That sense of
belonging and community is what made my 6
yearsat INV Lakhimpur incredibly productiveand
meaningful. | met dedicated teacherswho inspired
me to chase excellence. | found my passion for
Chemistry and Biology at JNV that laid the
foundation for the career | havetoday. | also credit
the school for instilling astrong sense of discipline
inmewhich | not only carry into my personal but
tomy professional lifeaswell. Furthermore, INV
Lakhimpur introduced me to some of my best
friendswho became an integral part of my being,
and whom | have held on to dearly.

If | haveto pick alife event which proved to
be aturning point in my life, it would have to be
when | was called into the office by the then
principal sir to inform me of a scholarship
opportunity from the Pestalozzi International
Foundation, a UK based charity dedicated to
hel ping youthsfrom underprivileged communities
all over theworldin pursuit of quality education.
I remember packing my bags at a short notice to
travel to Delhi for the exam and interview. | was
clueless and nervous. It was the encouragement
from my friendsthat gave me the strength to
succeed in the exam, which resulted in me
receiving a scholarship to complete my 11th and
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12th grade in the UK. Once again, | was at a
critical juncture. | was aware of the fact that it
was an incredible educational opportunity but |
was saddened by the thought that | would haveto
leave the school which had become an extension
of my home. Yet again, | found myself packing
my bags, hoarding all memories my bag could
hold and making a little space for the new
adventuresto unfold.And | amglad | did.Theoffer
from Pestalozzi changed the trajectory of my
career and made it possible for me to pursue my
Bachelor's, Master's, Doctoral (PhD), and
postdoctoral degreesin the USA.

Here we are in 2023, | am packing again to
move to Chicago to start a new journey. In
hindsight, my life has been a series of packing
and unpacking as | have hopped from one
incredible opportunity to another. But whenever
| feel nervous about the next chapter, | reach into
thetiny trunk of memories| carry with me of INV
Lakhimpur, alwaysfinding the strength and hope
to forge ahead. | am enviously aware that some
of my classmates are making plans for a trip to
JNV Lakhimpur to celebrate the 25th anniversary
of our school. Whilel cannot betherein person, |
want to say thank you! None of the amazing things
that happened in my life and career would have
been possible without INV Lakhimpur - for that |
am forever grateful! Happy 25thJNV
Lakhimpurand may you continue to be home for
many after us! e



"Vidya Dadati Vinayam

Knowledge generates humility

Papori Sonowal
1% batch

School days arethebest days of our lives. School issaid to be atemple of
knowledge, thevery first placethat introduced usto the world and, more so, to
ourselves.

My school lifeis all about memories, which | deeply cherish. | wasin a
central government residential school, so my experiencewasalittlebit different
from that of other students who were in day school. The memories—not only
the fun friendship and all the sports and extracurricular activities, but also the
way to do them—helped me find my interest. That knowledge and learning
that | have gained from my school lifel still usein my daily life and day-to-
day life. All the credit goesto my school life and knowledge; it has made me
who | am today. | really appreciate and am grateful to our teachers and our
school for everything. Being inaresidential school, | learned about practical
life skills to ensure complete physical, emotional, and social growth, aswell
as individual development from all sides. Discipline, which | have learned
from my school days until now, | am trying to maintain in my daily life.

| have to mention here the day when we entered our school on the very
first day. | still remember thefirst day at school; it was November 30, 1997, in
Bihpuria, Lakhimpur, Assam. The day when | entered our temporary site at
our school during that time, we were the very first batch at our school. My
home was nearby, so | came with my mother, my two younger sisters, and one
of my aunts, along with all my personal belongings. Our iconic silver-coloured
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steel trunk was necessary to bring with us. This
has been instructed by the school authorities. The
day that changed or shaped my lifeto alarge extent
was called “Navodaya's. | was neither nervous
nor scared; rather, | wasvery happy thinking about
the fact that | would be meeting lots of new
friends, all of whom were coming from different
placesfrom our district. The most important thing
that excited me was the bunk bed (one of a pair
of singlebedsbuilt of iron asaunit with one above
the other), as | wanted to get the experience of
that special bed. At that point in time, | did not
even think or predict that my life journey would
start and, at the same time, the happiness of
staying at home would end. | was not aware that
only on vacation we would have the opportunity
to stay at home. | did not even cry at the time to
say goodbyeto my family, but | wasalittle sad to
see my mother’steary eyes. Then | saw many of
our friends crying with their respective family
members. But in the evening, | and one of our
friends (Devajani Goswami) tried to console our
friends by showing them somefunny activitiesto
make sure that they would not be sad anymore.
Now | realize that we have learned how to share
our emotions and, simultaneously, how to deal
with problems and help othersif someone needs
a helping hand. | have learned how to live
independently without depending on someone
from our Navodayalives. During our initial days
at the Dormitory (alarge bedroom with a number
of bedsin it, especialy in a school), it was very
difficult to sleep alone, as | never sept at home
alone till that time, but we were not allowed to
sleep double in one bed. Once someone found
out they were sleeping doubl e, they were punished
for the same the very next day. During that time,
| used to hate the early morning bell rings at 4
am.; we were supposed to wake up at 4 am. But
when | think about that now, | realizehow it hel ped
our health and our lives by waking up early inthe
morning. Also, | still remember the great Cheddi
Lal Chachamaking sure hewakesusup by beating
our hostel door by saying his common dialogue,
“Ladkiyon Utho”. Our uncooked, tasteless food
taught us how to survive with the minimum and
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just eat to live, as at the time we were not having
any kind of choicefor the same. And these taught
us how to cope up and adjust to the situation,
making it necessary to learn life skills. Sunday
used to be very special because that day we used
to get 4 puri and sabji for us, which was the most
expensive and tastiest meal ever. However, we
were not satisfied with 4 puris, but slowly we
understood that was our limit. So, from this, we
learned how to satisfy our stomachs with fewer
things to survive. We not only survived but also
flourished.

Navodaya's life was quite an adventure. A
confluence of students from various socio-
economic backgrounds is trying to merge the
future provided by this unique culture. It became
successful all because of supportive teachers and
staff coming from different statesin our country.

Challenges came when we |learned that this
Is an English-medium school and that we are
coming from an Assamese-medium background,
so we had to study all in English. Scary “Unit
Test Days’ helped my lifeto beready for any time
and any situation in our lives. | think we have
come a long way over the difficulties and
challengeswefacein our lives. All credit goesto
our school for providing such aplatform. Scares
in the Mathematics class and were ready to get
punishment in the English class to become
“Murga’ for boys and “ one leg stand with hands
up towards sun facing. We were not ashamed of
getting punished, as most of the class used to get
the same, so nothing was there to make us feel
shy. Still, I try to implement it in my day-to-day
life if possible. In Navodaya, not only in
academics but also in other areas for all-round
development, S.U.P.W. (Socially Useful
Productive Work) helped us to promote
community work among students, raise
knowledge of scientific developments, foster the
development of a scientific worldview, and also
in areas like art and craft, plantation drives, and
needle work.

When | see all the big trees planted by us
while we werein the school (the temporary site),
| feel good and refreshed by thinking that we



contributed something useful to our society and
also to our environment. Because of this
opportunity, | only learned about strengths and
weaknesses and my love for sports.

Navodaya friendships are different from
anything else, aswe fought, but at the sametime,
we patch up quickly. I still remember oneincident
in which | and one of my good friends, “Rani”
(Monikongkana Changmai), used to have the
same bunk bed; we shared the upper and lower
parts. One fine night after our dinner time, we
wereall studying, and | waspractising Mathswith
her (Rani), but at that point | was making some
mistakes while calculating, so she got angry as |
was repesating the same. So, she went directly to
sleep with an angry face. | also got angry and said
| would not practice with her, but later | noticed
that she was sleeping with a mosquito net, but
there was a big hole in it, and while she was
sleeping, | stitched her net. | was also crying at
the same time as she was not talking to me at that
time, but when sherealized that | stitched her net,
she could not hold her laugh. So, this kind of
bonding we share as Navodayans.

Now, when | look back, | realize that the
morning assembly and the activitieswe performed
instilled confidencein us, and | still havethat level
of confidence to speak and the courage to fight
for our rights. The CCA programme (Co-
Curricular Activities) helped us to know
multicultural in our society. Till now, | remember
that during our school days, Saturday used to be
our favourite just because of the CCA program,
where we used to participate in inter-house
competitionsin all the fields like sports, cultural
activities, and social work activities. So, this
helped us build a teamwork nature. Various
Navodaya events like cluster meetings, regional
meetings, and national-level meetings provided
us with the opportunity to mingle around other
fellow Navodaya's and, at the same time, learn
many things more about other Navodayans
coming from different INV’s of our country. As
we all know, Navodaya is a residential school,
and we all have to stay in the hostel inside the
school premises. We were not allowed to go

outside the school boundaries. So, during the
cluster meet, that was the time when we used to
have that opportunity to go out of the school
boundary. Because| wasinto sports, | got the great
opportunity to go to different INV’s and different
places. | still remember when we were sel ected;
some of us went to the INV Sonitpur Assam for
thefirst timefor the Cluster Meet, beingthe newly
opened INV. We were given the opportunity, most
of the time being tiny. Such types of storiesarea
lot | can go onto list and many more, but | would
just say that it was alife-time opportunity that we
got asNavodayans. That “Navodayan Spirit “ till
carries us forward. It isa never-ending topic. No
matter where we are, whenever we meet or have
a conversation with fellow Navodayans, that
feeling comesout like ahabit, and we do not care
about anything besidesthat.

Migration policy, which promotes national
integration, takes placegenerally between Hindi-
speaking and non-Hindi-speaking districts in
different states of our country. When | wasin 9th
grade | was part of it among 36 studentsfrom our
class. Wewent to JNV Araria, Bihar, for al-year
term. That was an awesome experience being
there, and | travelled to most of the places in
different JINV’s of Bihar as | was into sports,
especially KHO-KHO. Now | cherish thosetimes
spent there and have made many good friends
there.

Now, when | look back, we have completed
25 years of our glorious days, but it seems like
yesterday asthose memoriesare so fresh, vibrant,
and colourful. This creates memories for our
lifetime. o
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Battle of Chaudhapunia;
Teachers Guide book & JNV

wala dosti
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Bharat Ch. Bonia
39 patch

However big ashipisin thewater, it cannot come to shore until
it ismoored. A small narrative from JNV Lakhimpur days.

JINV has aways been designed to uplift therural backward area
children with rich education and proper upbringing for mass
preparation in the field of Human Resources precisely called to be
us that time. As aresult, 80% of students were selected from rural
areas, and the remaining 20% were occupied by urban areas of a
district.

Like any other Navodayan, the journey of avillage boy from a
predominantly rural areaof thedistrict a so enrolled in theearly 2000s.

Winters were aready there; the thought of waking up in the
morning at 5 really scares me today but was needless a matter of
worry back then for a novodayan.

Getting up at dawn and hurriedly getting ready for PET sessions
was the morning routine. Brushing teeth, gobbling sugar-coated
biscuits while gulping my morning teaand rushing out to the ground
was indomitably incredible.

Undoubtedly, INV isadesi thing, but it doesn't seem like that.

Here it goes how it goes...

A small kid coming from a countryside farm, finds himself
sleeping beside an urbanite is quite challenging to cope with. To get
educated along with someone with good grades from a previous
convent school isnothing better than embarrassing. The nascent days
were hard for him but with the pace of time and fun, the days became



easier.

Gradually, it was becoming comfortable
except for academics, it seemed to be a little
resisting from one end to the other. By thistime,
they have entered 2002 or standard 8th.

Little did they realise about the resistance, it
was hightimeto find the solution. Sri R.A. Yadav
sir (Science sir) and Sri Vipul Chaturvedi sir (
Chaturvedi sir) were always there to save them
from failing in their subjects. They were such a
great teacher. Everyone in the class was
comfortable and confident in science and
mathematics. Social Science is a learn-by-rote
subject; memorise, and one is saved. Although
Hindi wasn't amuch spoken language, everyone
was familiar with it. Everyone made through
Hindi exams quite well. Being an Assamese
native speaker it was never a bother.

So whereistheresistance? and theretherural
boy discovers hisweakness.....

It'sthelanguage: "ENGLISH"

Today, that boy rips off all barricades to
establish himself in society and speaks self-
proclaimed fluent English with good vocabulary
and communication skillsto present himself.

Likewise, it was 2002, and that timid rural
guy met the so-called urbanite from district
headquarters.

The fun begins thereafter......

Instead of reference book, he had to buy a
social scienceteacher's guide book asit was only
available option as the next day he had to be at
school. With books and bedding he had boarded
aTATA 407 (rarely seen nowadays) from dhal pur
to chawdahpunia and was back at school. To his
surprisethe book contained all the answersto the
textbook questions.

He and my urbanite friend decided to pursue
extra knowledge out of that guide book past
midnight when everyone getsfast adeep. Theduo
began memorising answersto questionsfrom the
guide book under a multiple port socket holder
bulb wrapping blankets around. The bonding
between them started to multiply. Both decided
to keep this information as secret, you know the
punishment of keeping a guide book that too of
Ms Babita M gjudeka maams subject.

Gradually the information of the guide book
started to spread. How can it be kept a secret with
afeet away double decker beds? Andthat tooina
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dormitory of 40 odd students.

It was hard to perform better in exams as
fellow mates from convent schools had an upper
hand. Most of his batch mates are from convent
schools (~40%, more than 16 nos out of 40). It
was a moment of achievement when a few
studentsfrom A ssamese medium school managed
to secure ranks. They were the talented country
bumpkin encouraging everyone. During initial 2
years securing 100/100 was a norm among few
English medium students. Interestingly, there
devel oped the "battle of Chaudhapunia" between
two of thetop 10 rank holdersfor this guide book
and to switch on thelight after 10 pm. The battle
was so i ntense that house master (Sciencesir) had
to intervene in the middle of the night.

True friendships often devel op naturally and
without deliberate effort, the friendship between
them grew spontaneously, that went from the
guide book to personal front. Grooming
themselves to providing mutual support,
developedin notime. Eating tiffin brought by their
parents on visiting days was often enjoyed
together.

Despite of all efforts put to memorise,
whatever he could in English grammar, he couldn't
makethrough it. Here comesthe prejudice, being
from an Assamese medium school it wasvery hard
to get noticed by an English teacher.

He got promoted to standard 9th with a bit
improved grades, not respectable though. The next
thing he knew he was being shortlisted for
Migrationto JNV Araria, Bihar for ayear to study.
It was a new academic and cultural set up. This
was hisfirst journey out of my hometown to the
capital of Assam and to board on a train. This
was hisfirst train journey.

It was a dream came true for him when he
got blessings of maa Kamakhya before heading
towards a new journey at a new place. It was a
distant dream for a countryside boy from a
marginal family background visiting Kamakhya
temple and travelling by train.

Opportunity....

JINV arariawasacry for opportunity. A bit of
confidence turned his weakness into strength.
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English was hislanguage from assembly speeches
to extracurricular activities. He was pushed
forward to represent his house in competitions.
Reason not to be quoted ......

This one year was crucial or most
differentiating year for him. At timesfelt lonely
but kept himself motivated to do something more.
Reading random books from school's library
helped him to gain confidence. Teachersworth to
mention here, Sri Abhay Kumar sir (science) and
Sri DN upadhyay (mathematics), everyone of us
alwaysfelt motivated to pursue the subjects they
taught. Unlike them some had to pursuetheir love
for alanguage from a school library.

Confidence....

Returned back after a year with a ton of
confidence, it was the time for board exams. Lot
many thingswere going with adolescence, besides
studies. However, the trust and support between
them grew stronger. A year apart couldn't change
athing in the friendship. They were no longer a
countryside boy and a urbanite , they were just
friends. It extended to their parents as well and
were even acknowl edging the friendship between
them.

Time passed by and so did the board
examination. One shifted to a bigger town to
pursue hisfurther studies and the other continued
inINV NLP But thefriendship, stayed as strong
as the guide book days.

English is just a language. Not everyone
struggled to keep up withit, few definitely did. In
contrast out of the ordinary situations kid from a
countryside farm could do better. Sometimes the
fear of English was enough to hold one back even
totry to express, while understanding it was never
aproblem.

Time rolled...lots of stories came along,
many remembered, many forgotten, whilethisone
after so long found and scribbled. Both of them
are till fast friends and happy on their own way.
Currently one is rendering his services to the
Government of Assam and the other isin one of
Indian Global fortune 500 Company. Now
"English" is a means of communication to both
of them. o



Thebitter sweet memories of

School Life

Kapil Hazarika
1% batch

“Your school career is one of the only thingsin life where you join crying and
leave crying!”

School lifeisthe golden period in astudent’slife where achild learnsto spread
his wings and face the world on his own. It brings out the best talents hidden in
students and improvestheir thought processes. It makes children aware of their duties
and responsibilities at all levels — personally, professionally and towards society.
Good habits and manners backed with virtues like discipline and determination are
generally inculcated in children during their school days.

The schooal lifeisthe most prominent and enjoyable part of a person’slife. One
only realised thefact after reaching adulthood. We are |l eft with aplethoraof memories
to cherish throughout life. Apart from an education, we are ingtilled with valuable
human characteristics based on patience, sincerity, friendship, honesty, discipline,
and confidence. It is considered to be the formative period of every child since it
creates a lasting impact on the character of the children.

What we remember most about our school are the memories we created with
our friends. Most of us have most of our lifelong friendships created during thetrials
and tribulations of high school. Who don’t fondly remiss bunking classes, passing
internal jokes amongst ourselves and burning mid night oil to complete assignments
and preparing for exams?

Not every individual getsthe privilegeto go to school and receive an education
due to several reasons. As many as 12, 53,019 students from across the country are
out of school in the year 2022-23. One should take pride and gratitude in taking the
name of the school that imparted them the necessary skills and abilities to face life
itself. Rather than rue the past we all could make an honest effort to reconnect with
the friends we lost touch with to rekindle the embers of lost friendship. e
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Navodayan

First Love

Kuldip Phukan
9" batch

Do you remember your first love? Most of usdo. First love comeswith a
lot of excitement that makes it feel good. Indeed every firstsin our lives are
precious. Like the first day of Nursery, the first day of NV, first night in our
Navodaya hostel, first day at college, first heartbreak, everything hasits own
special place. But first love sticks forever. It has a great impact on our lives,
considering the excitement that first love brings. Sometimes it may not end
well, but it leaves a mark. If it lasts forever then you are blessed. If not then
asoulearnalot.

WEell, the first loveis most innocent and influential feeling one can have.
It can change our attitude towards life and comes with "lots of firsts' filled
with mixed emotions. It comes with a strange feeling, you feel excited but at
the sametimeyou feel scared. Again, thefear that your |love may get rejected,
it's the feeling when you fedl like some waves are running in your veins. You
realize you care about another person in away that you can't explain. Thefirst
lovein Navodayatendsto be very innocent, old school love. It isnot something
forced. Also it happens naturally. It is free from manipulation. What makes it
special isthefact that it isunintentional. It doesn't see your family background
or your financial conditions as we stayed in same houses with same facilities
and with same uniforms. It only has "dil se dil ka connection”.
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Every time we think about the first love, we remember our teenage. This
brings back so many memories. It may be the times looking at her/him silently
from adistant and thinking that no one iswatching. But everyone see'sthe love
in your eyes for her, which can't be hidden. Whether it's peeking through the
gaps of rows at the time of assembly or finally able to get one glance of her in
dining hall from around 100m of distance, it makesyour day. Playing basketball
and looking at the girl’s hostel door if sheis coming. Teatime, school corridor,
time of returning from supervision class, and to call out your name by your
friends when she passes through. Don't get to meet each other or have mobile
phones to contact each other. Still being able to understand each other. It does
feels like the old school love right?

First love tends to have a positive effect on individual growth. As a matter
of fact it is a time of facing new challenges and getting new experiences. It
shapes who we redlly are. In most cases, the ending of the first love is by
circumstances. It rarely ends by choice. Career, distance, ajob opportunity are
common causes of the end of first love. It isnearly impossibleto forget our first
love. Whether you spend life together or not, it always leaves an impact. The
first love teaches us how to connect with other people. We then learn how
emotional support feels like, how to love unconditionally. It may not end well.
Stll, it alowsusto experience different emotions. Wealso learn to grow together.

First love makes us believe that there is something good in the world and
also shows us the difference between infatuation and real love. We hence learn
that love is not about being together every second. We also learn that butterflies
in the stomach eventually fade away with time. So, love requires alot of work.
It's about accepting others as they are. People support each other to reach their
highest potential. We learn what we value in a romantic relationship. we also
learn what the deal-breakers are. It helps us to choose our partners later in life.

How painful wasyour first love heartbreak? It isunbearably painful. Some
of us cried after breaking up with the first love. Or, isit most of us? For some
people, it may take yearsfor the pain to fade away. Even if it doesn't work with
thefirst love, that's not the end of everything. Some better things are definitely
waiting for us on the other side. Sometimesfirst love comes as alesson. We use
this lesson to build better relationships in the future.

Atlagt, to all the Navodayan brothersand sistersjust remember the memories
of your JNV love and bring abig smile to your face and keep moving. e
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Timeless

TREASURES

Chinmoyee Sonowal
3 batch

As the years roll by and the calendar pages turn, there's a place in our
hearts that remains untouched by time. It's a place where memories of our
school days reside, vibrant and vivid, like whispers from the past. Nostalgia,
that curious companion, takes us on a journey through the corridors of our
school, alowing us to relive moments that shaped our lives, that gave us so
many learning and lessons to cross even the toughest waves of the ocean.

When you hear the name ‘Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya,” what
immediately springs to mind? To me, it embodies everything. Leaving the
school may feel like parting with a multitude of memories, but isit really so?
In every phaseof life, you carry with you theinval uabl e teachings of the school
and its dedicated teachers. The ability to navigate through challenging times
and situations becomes an integral part of who you are. The lessons you've
imbibed at Navodaya are not something you can simply leave behind. Even
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when you meet a Navodayan who is Navodayan
from some other corner of the country, you feel
likefamily.

In the course of everyone's life, there are
numerous ups and downs. However, many of
these challengesare met with resilience, aswe' ve
been diligently trained to confront the toughest
scenarios and overcome.

First Sepsinto the Unknown:

Our school journey began with thetrembling
anticipation of the first day. It was a day of
amusement holding a medium sized trunk, a
bedding and some bags, and eyes brimming with
wonder. Meeting new friends, discovering
colorful classrooms, and, of course, bidding
farewell to our parents was an adventure marked
by both excitement and ahint of trepidation. Those
first steps were, in away, our initiation into the
world of education and adventure .

The best cherished moment of my first day
wasto hold a plate and abowl in aqueue waiting
for my lunch. Thethrill of taking aseat on abench,
surrounded by ten of my fellow girls, isamemory
that still warms my heart.

In the Company of Remarkable Educators:
The pages of our school memories are
adorned with the faces of educators who were
more than just teachers. They were mentors,
guides, guardians, sometimes, even confidants
and of course our second parents. They took care
of us when we needed the care and they
reprimanded in many occasions. Thelessonsthey
imparted extended beyond textbooks. They
instilled in usnot only knowledge but also val ues,
wisdom, and the courage to face the world.
From receiving optimal nourishment to
securing peaceful slumber, from excelling in
scholastic pursuits to actively engaging in co-
curricular endeavors, from cultivating punctuality
to fostering self-reliance, every stride has been a
testament to the thorough nurturing we received.

School Events and Celebrations:
School life was never just about the rigors

of academics. The annual day functions, cultural
celebrations, and festivals specifically
Independence Day and Republic day were the
heartbeats of our school. The vivid costumes,
rhythmic dances, and soulful music created
memories that continue to resonate in our hearts.
These eventswere acelebration of not just culture
but also the spirit of togetherness.

Moreover, not to forget the special food on
these specia occasions. We eagerly marked the
passing days in anticipation of a forthcoming
celebration, a time when we could relish
delectable, extra-special food.

The Gift of Friendships:

Friendships forged at school are a treasure.
The camaraderie, thelaughter, secrets shared, and
support during both joyous and challenging times
formed bonds that endure the test of time. Our
friends were not just companions; they were
integral parts of our journey. Spending whole
seven years of our life together in dormitory
sharing all our specia occasionsand festivalswere
never short than a celebration at home.

Allow me to share a heartwarming tradition
from our timetogether with our girls classmates.
We would routinely gather 2-3 biscuitsand acup
of red tea as our evening snack following the
assembly. Yet, in abeautiful act of camaraderie,
we willingly sacrificed three biscuits on the day
before each classmate's birthday. The reason
behind this act of sweet sacrifice was to
accumulate enough biscuits to craft a cake,
combined with Horlicks, enabling us to
collectively celebrate birthdays for seven
memorable years. It was a tradition that spoke
volumes of our togetherness and creative
ingenuity, forging cherished bondsthat have stood
the test of time.

Academic Milestones and Achievements:
Throughout our school years, we reached
numerous academic milestones. The sense of
accomplishment that came from excelling in
exams, winning awards, and pursuing our
passions was more than just a pat on the back. It
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was atestament to our hard work, determination,
and the unwavering support of our teachers and
parents.

Be it academic , cultural or sports,
participation in different Cluster meets, Regional
and National meets were some different
celebrations.

Life Lessonsfrom Challenges:

From academic hurdles to personal growth,
challengestaught usinvaluablelifelessons. They
wereour lessonsin resilience, determination, and
the power of bouncing back after a fall. These
lessons continue to guide usin thejourney of life
beyond school.

In a particular chapter of my life, | found
myself compelled to lead a stringent lifestyle,
imposed by an unfamiliar and unwelcomeailment.
It was a formidable battle, one that | had neither
sought nor anticipated. Nevertheless, the
resilience and fortitude | had acquired during my
seven years as a Navodayan equipped me with
the tools to confront and conquer this challenge.
Theexperiences| gained during that time became
my guiding light, helping me navigate through
the adversity and emerge stronger on the other
side. Being a part of the Navodaya family, |
realized that the lessons learned there were not
confined to the school's walls but extended into
the very fabric of life, empowering me to
overcome obstacleswith determination and grace.
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The Bitter sweet Farewell :

The day we bid farewell ,marked the
culmination of our school journey. Last day at
school was a mix of pride and a bittersweet
farewell. It was the day we stepped out into the
world, carrying with usnot just our baggage but a
treasure trove of experiences, values, and
knowledge.

A Walk Down Memory Lane:

Nostalgia takes us on awalk down memory
lane. We revisit our favorite spots in and around
the school - the tree under which we were taken
for a class or two , the playground where we
played , the village areawhere we were taken for
amorning run, or when we needed some flowers
or plants for festivals in schools , the smile and
tearswhen we see our parents entering our school
gate on second Sunday of every month , the
happinessto get towatch TV , the happinesswhen
there is rain and morning PT was cancelled and
the corridorsthat echoed with our footsteps. These
placesstill hold our echoes, and wefind ourselves
rekindling the emotions we once felt there.

Our school memories are not just relics of
the past; they are living, breathing stories that
continue to shape our present and future. They
remind us that our school days were not just
about education but also about the beautiful
tapestry of experiences that have made us who
we are today. e
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Memories of

Laughter, Friendship and
Life-Long Connections

Manash Konwar
12t batch

" A Milk-and-Sprite Start” @2008

It was my very first day at our new home.
My mom'stears didn't bother me at all because |
was busy checking out the school, making new
friendsand eyeing the basketball court. | wasjust
12, and the whole concept of missing my home
seemed like a foreign language. Who had time
for that when there were games and fun to be had?

As my parents wrestled with setting up my
bed, alittle guy approached me with a bottle that
looked suspicioudly like Sprite but contained milk.
He offered it to me, and | was about to take a
gulp. But, right at that moment, my mom had to
ask, "What's your name, little buddy?"

With a proud smile, he said, "I'm ABDUL
KALAM." | was floored. ThiswasA.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, the missile man! My mom, of course, got
a bit concerned and didn't want me to drink it.
But it got funny. Kalam was like, "Come on,
Manash, give it a shot!" We all know those mo-
ments when someone pressures you, right? Well,
| hesitated but took a sip eventually, much to my
mom'sdismay. Shewarned me not to get too close
to him.

Here's the twist: Can you believe that Dr.
Abdul Kalam, the future President of India, (not

thereal oneof coursebut yesheisadoctor) ended
up as my seatmate from 6th grade to 10th grade?
Who would've thought that a milk-in-a-Sprite-
bottle incident would lead to such an unforget-
table friendship?

" Recollections of Hostel Life" @2009

A wholeyear had passed, and we had proudly
moved up to the senior ranksin the junior hostel.
Our feelingsfor our beloved hostel had deepened,
and we were brimming with excitement as we
prepared to welcome the newest juniors, passing
on the cherished house traditions. The summer
had descended, and the scorching heat made it
nearly impossibleto find a peaceful night's sleep,
particularly on the top floor of our dear "Aravali
house." Our compassionate house master offered
us the option to relocate to a cooler room on the
lower floor, "Udaigiri." However, the thought of
leaving our home, where we had shared count-
lesslaughsand tears, just wasn't an option. A small
group of 4-5 steadfast friends made the valiant
choice to bear the sweltering heat, atestament to
our unwavering attachment to our home. These
connectionswere etched in the early years of our
time at the school.
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| also cherish the daysof plucking herbsfrom
the fields and preparing chutneys during study
breaks before exams. It turned into a delightful
competition to determine who could concoct the
most mouthwatering chutney for lunch. And, of
course, who could ever forget the magical expe-
rienceof preparing Maggi in the bathroom, lit only
by a candle placed in athali? The mere memory
still conjures up a craving that's hard to ignore.

Learningin the Senior Hostel @2010

Inmy first year inthe senior hostel, it seemed
like all | did were chores. My apologies to the
seniors! However, that doesn't mean we were
under pressure (sigh). I, for one, found satisfac-
tion in these tasks as | honed my skills and be-
came nearly impeccable at them. Moreover, the
relationships that bloomed with our senior com-
panions proved invaluable in various situations.
S0, dear seniors, | hold no grievances; instead, |
extend my gratitude to all of you for equipping
me with the ability to be self-sufficient.

L essons from a Year of Turmoil @2010

Thisyear was poised to bring itsfair share of
trias, both on apersonal level and asagroup. We
found ourselvesin aheated dispute with asenior
student who had joined in Class 10 after starting
in Class 9. There was an underlying sentiment
among us, that we had spent four years in the
school and shouldn't be overshadowed by new-
comers.

The fight ensued, and now we were bracing
for the repercussions, as we had two senior
batches above us. Nevertheless, thisordeal wasn't
without its silver lining. It taught us the impor-
tance of respecting our senior peers and the wis-
dom of not trying to hold the reins too tightly

Spooky Adventures in the Name of Studies
@2012-2013

It was that make-or-break year when our fu-
ture careershung in the balance. We beganto dive
deep into our studies, but mischievousanticswere
never too far behind.

At night, when the lights went out, a group
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of friends and | would engage in spine-tingling
conversations with the night watchman about all
the eerie tales circulating around the academic
building. Those skeptical of such stories were
dared to take a stroll through the dark corridors
and place a blank piece of paper in the last bath-
room of the boys toilet. Now, | couldn't back out
of thischallenge.

With my hand clutching my Jesus Christ ra-
dium cross (anod to my Hindu roots) and invok-
ing the names of Sri Ram and Sri Krishna, | ven-
tured forth. As| approached the bathroom, | spot-
ted a fellow participant rolling on the floor. It
turned out thiswas all aprank, intended to spook
me or any other brave soul into fleeing. But upon
realizing the ruse, my confidence surged, and |
completed the task with ease. At that moment, it
felt likean exhilarating feat, combining both thrill
and excitement that | wouldn't forget.

RootsThat Last aLifetime

The memories we forged and the bonds we
nurtured will stand the test of time, lasting for al
of eternity. Even if we'velost touch, when were-
unite, it'sasif we've never missed abeat with our
old pals.

We did face a heartbreaking moment when a
close friend left us halfway through, and | offer
my deepest condolencesto hisdeparted soul. Yet,
| extend awarm hello to those who have taken on
new roles as husbands, wives, fathers, mothers,
doctors, nurses, teachers, soldiers and more, all
caught up in the whirlwind of their respective
lives. May your days be endless.

"If theroots are deep enough, the tree stands
tall"

Our journey together has woven countless
tales that instilled values like sympathy, empa-
thy, unity, love, care and honesty in me. These
stories shape the life | now lead. The person I've
grown into is a testament to the roots planted in
my childhood, with INV playing an immeasur-
ablerolein shaping the ‘me’ of today.

So, thank you, JNV Lakhimpur, for being a
part of thisincredible journey. e



The Unbreakable JNV Bond:
A Journey Home Amidst the
Pandemic

Swapnil Priyam Phulgurari
16" batch

In the challenging year of 2020, |, along with my fellow Assam students
from different Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (INV's) - INV Lakhimpur, INV
Dhemaji, JINV Rangia, JNV Barpeta, JNV Cachar, INV Hailakandi, INV
Sivasagar, NV Jorhat, JNV Nalbari, and JNV Sonitpur - found ourselves
studying at Dakshana Valley, Pune, amidst the turmoil of the COVID-19
pandemic. Thisisthe story of our indomitable spirit, resourcefulness, and the
unwavering support we received from our INV Alumni, enabling usto return
home to Assam.

The COVID-19 pandemic had paralysed the world, and as the situation
worsened, we were unable to travel back to our cherished Assam due to
lockdown and restrictions. In Dakshana, we were not allowed to keep cell
phones. The absence of phones made it difficult to contact government
authorities for assistance. Some how we managed a phone and started
contacting to government authorities. Despite our efforts to reach out to the
phone number provided by the Assam government, it remained unresponsive,
leaving us feeling hopeless. Fueled by determination, | turned to Facebook
groups of Assamese residing in Pune and stumbled upon information about a
train that was set to depart the following day. This newfound hope rejuvenated
our spirits, and we took on the task of seeking support from various avenues.
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With determination in our hearts, wereached
out to every local MLA from Assam, the Director
Genera of Police (DGP), and Assam Bhawan in
Mumbai, seeking help for our return. Amidst the
uncertainties, our INV Alumni Brother, an officer
in the railway department, emerged as our
guardian angel. Through his unwavering
commitment and dedication, he managed to
arrange for a special train for people from the
Northeast, including us, to travel from Pune to
Assam. This gesture of compassion and support
was truly heartwarming.

On the day of our journey, 26 of us, aong
with other fellow Assam residents, boarded the
train with a mixture of anxiety and hope. The
COVID erawasfraught with fear and uncertainty,
and our journey was marred by scarcity of
essential supplieslikefood and water. Despitethe
challenges, we held on to the strength of our
camaraderie and supported each other through the
trying times.

During our journey, we heard distressing
news of another train facing hostility in Bihar's
Darbhanga district, with some people hurling
stones and making distressing remarks about us,
people from the Northeast. Such prejudice was
deeply hurtful, but it also reminded us of the
importance of empathy and compassion in these
difficult times.

In Bihar, a shortage of railway workers led
to a two-day halt, with inter-district travel
restrictions creating chaos among passengers.
Nevertheless, our unity and resilience shone
through aswe shared our limited food with fellow
passengers on the train, believing in the strength
of kindness and solidarity.
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Throughout our journey, afew JNV alumni
brothers posted our plight on Facebook, and their
call for help resonated with other alumni along
the Pune-to-Assam route. This inspiring display
of support led to alumni from every district
providing us with food, water, and essential
supplies. The sense of unity and compassion we
experienced during thistime was overwhelming,
and it reinforced the profound bond we shared as
JNVians.

As we approached Jalpaiguri Railway
Station, a wave of relief washed over us. The
weather mirrored our emotions, astherain poured
down, symbolising afresh beginning aswe neared
our beloved Assam. Filled with gratitude and joy,
we burst into the traditional Bihu dance, and the
jubilant spirit was contagious asfellow passengers
and railway staff joined in, inspired by our
indomitable spirit.

Our hearts overflowed with thanks to
everyone involved in our safe return - Team
Dakshana, the INV alumni network, and our
friends who stood by us throughout the journey.
The support and connections we experienced
during this challenging time were a testament to
the enduring strength of the JNVian spirit.

To me, INV isnot just a boarding school; it
is haven, where | grew and developed my
character over seven transformative years. The
events of 2020 taught me the value of resilience
and empathy, and | am immensely proud to be a
JNVian, blessed to have such a strong and
supportive connection between us. This journey
will forever be etched in my heart, serving as a
reminder of the power of unity and thebond forged
during those formidable yearsat INV. o



Dream —my dream i

Jaswinder Paul g
Teacher (English)

Clouds of sleep, in cosy vapours, i
Lulled my tousled soul on rack, S

With flimsy feathers of fancy fine
Did render it a mighty whack...

...And in that visionary world | hear,
The melodies of a hawk and dove.
Where peace reigns and meanest thing
Swaddles in the garb of love.

| move ahead and as | tread,
A queer scene my eyes catch
The unjust being pelted nigh,
And getting a violent fiery lash.

Where kids bury the hatchets sharp,

Where bugles do commute to harp,

Where sages, saints, and seers sublime,

Binding broken bonds with twine,

Where beauty and beast co-exist, ]
No grudge remains in betwixt.

And now—a line of marching crew,
And lazy, lethargic but a few.

All the hurdles come across,

But never know they how to stop.

Then, with single tectonic stroke,

This humble groggy, dreamer woke,
Serendipity lost...

As well that hope,

Reading the paper, did scream,

My tootling over with cautionary dream.
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Tale of a small Village Girl

Queen Gogoi
2" batch

A wonderful journey,
From'Dusk to Dawn'’
Nourishing the dreams
That she sought after!

Confining the 'self' in a Cell

Making a Family away from the family

That she missed every single night

For the days we're too busy....

'‘Loneliness witnessing and weeping with her.

That sound of the Round Metal Bell is still high,
To wake her up in the midnight.

Does the virgin grass and the rising sun

still awaits to be wished every morning?

The smell of Sunday Motor-Puri and the chitchat of Chedy Chacha is fresh indeed,
To count every little gossip and the plots.

The shop on the other side of the gate with Glucogold biscuits,

Horlicks, Peanuts in abundance was a tough game.

The luxury of having an extra minute sleep, TV hour, an extra biscuit was so precious!
Don't ask her what the Saturday nights meant to all.

A sweet secret it is!

She has watched herself growing so fast.

Learning and making her root stronger and heavier unconsciously.
Tonight she can sing the most beautiful song of patronship and Sacrifice!

(from the Mentors and Friends for taking her where she stands NOW)
She avows how "INV is not just an institution but an Emotion to be cherished for lifetime'
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Nostalgic Reminiscences

Manish Kuntal Buragohain
12" batch

Remini scences of those days engulfed me

As| took a sip of my coffee,

Reminding me of those queues we used to make
Just to get a hot cup of tea.

It reminded me of the cricket matches

Of the early Sunday mornings,

Reminding me of the movies we used to watch,
In the big theatrical screenings.

| remembered those recherché days

Of the wild inter-house events,

Those precious birthday night baths

The best days I’ ve ever spent.

And here | am now out of that world

Nostalgic of the life, memories of glee,

Wishing to go back to the INV days

Moments to be treasured and treasured those shall be.

Perception

Basanti Das
2" batch

Though the world abundant of all,
My hear is empty.
Hate this bondage of relation all,
Like the lifeis nasty.
I, me, mine possessive all,
Learn to help others exuberantly
When we contemplate beautiful all,
But the reality is ugly.
You can get harmony as goal,
If you can bestow your all.
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Conversations of the INV Era

Bipashna Gogoi
9" batch

Those days of innocence, a treasure we hold dear,

When PT Mam's whistle filled our hearts with fear.
Fromthe early PT hoursto Hostel Room with daily brew,
We'd call our names for the bathing queue, a ritual we knew.

When prayers assembled us, no matter the weather,

Inrain or scorching heat, we gathered together.

JNV Pulao and Mangkho, treasured delight,

In the name of a sick friend, we'd serve double out of sight.

Peeking to see parents on Saturdays they'd arrive,
Bringing love in food, our hearts feeling alive.
Savoring food and snacks from every house with glee,
In those moments, our friendship grew like a tree.

Perfectly imperfect-round pooris on House Duties' day,

Culinary skills honed in a delightful display.

Reciting "Hami Navodaya Ho" and "Om Sahana Bhavatu" without fail,
Words of togetherness and unity, setting our trail.

Cheering for our houses, rivals for a day,
Competing with spirit in a memorable display.

Four of us cramming into one bed at night,

Sharing dreams and stories, the world felt just right.

Waiting in queues for everything, it'strue,
For food, supplies, books, and even a loo.

Sealing Dhaniya and Lai Xaak from the teacher's green,
Little rebelsin school, unseen but keen.
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Cold-water Maggi and Pitha-Guri cakes on birthdays,
Smple joys that left us with fond memories always.
Talented singers, sportspersons, artists year by year,
JNV nurtured talents that made our hearts cheer.

Filtering Ronga-Pani, half a day it would take,
For washing clothes, the effort we'd gladly make.
Missing JNV in our vacations, our friends so dear,

3 The thought of reuniting filled our hearts with cheer.

Our names on everything, a mark so clear,

On trunks, plates, clothes, mugs, a bond held near.
Waiting in queues outside the PCO on Sundays,
For precious calls home, connecting in many ways.

Parties with Prem Pujari Chana and Top Biscuits sweet,
Creating memories that time cannot delete.

And even now, in our hearts, those JNV days stay,

For we miss them each and every day.

In the tapestry of memories, JINV's woven thread,
Moments we cherish, in our hearts widespread.
Those days, a chapter in our life's cherished book,
A treasure trove of moments, in memory's nook.
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The Journey

Dibya J Mandal
8" batch

In aworld of innocence, at tender age of ten,

A journey began, a new chapter to pen.
Aresidential campus, a home away from home,
With each passing day, a part of you would roam.

In the hostel's embrace, amidst laughter and tears,
Away from your parents, conquering distant fears.
At first, alonging for their comforting embrace,

But within those walls, new friendships would grace.

Within the campus vast, with its acres wide,

A pond in the corner, where memories reside.

A playground for dreams, where laughter would ring,
And staff quarters humming, stories they would bring.

Aravali, Nilgiri, Udaygiri, Shivalik standing tall,
The hostels united, forging bonds through it all.
Every second Sunday, parents' visits arrived,
With homemade food, shared and survived.

In the morning's embrace, the PHE teacher's call,
A whistle's mel ody, awakening one and all.
Running, exercises, a session to begin,

Fueling energy, vibrant spirits within.

The dormitory, a hall of dreams and cheer,

Where 24 beds stood, memories held dear.

The academic campus, where mornings would start,
An assembly's rhythm, embedding in every heart.

For seven fruitful years, you bloomed and grew,
Friendships nurtured, talents found anew.

Foorts, dance, and acting, your passions took flight,
And in math and physics, knowledge burned bright.
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A strict biology teacher, inspiring awe and fear,
A legend amongst students, respect drawing near.
Basketball's anthem, echoing through the school,
A shared passion, unity in the court'srule.

But amidst it all, late-night whispers would ensue,
Friends gathered together, their spirits renewed.
Under moonlit skies, secrets shared with delight,
Laughter and stories woven, in the calm of the night.

Oh, those cherished moments, so vivid in your mind,

When friends became family, leaving worries behind.
Through endless conversations, laughter filled the air,
Late-night gossips and confessions, a bond beyond compare.

And the teachers, oh so dear, who guided with care,

In that residential campus, like parents they were there.
With wisdom and compassion, they nurtured every soul,
A guiding light in darkness, making each student whole.

In their warm embrace, you found solace and trust,
Lessons extended beyond textbooks, memories robust.
Their words of encouragement, like gentle guiding streams,
Shaping dreams and futures, filling hearts with gleams.

Late-night gossips and laughter, friends who were true,
Teachers who embraced you, like parents they knew.
These memories, forever etched in your heart,

A tapestry of experiences, never to depart.

Twelve years may have passed, yet the nostalgia remains,
The school days cherished , a symphony of gains.

\ For in that second home, your spirit found its flame,

..} And childhoods innocence forever bears your name.
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JuvenileWinter

Ebrahim Ali
8 batch

In the dawn of winter

Bare trees covered both sides of the road
Dusts were about to rise

Hays were still wet with dew

Dry leaves were shining like gold

Sound of beetle and cricket has just stopped
Sound of your bicycle break my sleep

\Wbke up at once and went outside

To take a glance of your charming face

Sill in incomplete dream and half asleep
Took a quick glance rubbing both eyes with palms
Break my fast with a sip of your grin

a0 d\r_' W Sarted responding to your unexpressed greeting
&b

e 7

1 , Everything was spoken by your eyes
! Lips were passive listener

You were covered with shyness
Like sepals covered petals of daffodil
Pulling scarf again and again
Although it was on shoul der
Just to counter the shyness
| could feel your breathe
More than the winter breeze
My heart was beating like rabbit heart
Feeling like waited dream come true
Your magic touch melted my heart

Like the snow maiden melt theice
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A walk down the
memory lane

(1)

Back in 2006, when | was in 7" grade at JINV Lakhimpur, a day before summer
vacation, an unforgettable incident |eft alasting impact on my life. In those times,
not every parent had a phone, and parents would visit on the second Sunday of the
month. Unfortunately, my parents forgot that it wasthe last day of school before the
summer break. As the day unfolded, all the parents came to pick up their children,
but mine didn’'t show up. | waited patiently until evening, but they still didn’t arrive.
| packed my things, but there was no sign of them. Eventually, the entire school
emptied out, and | was left alone. To my surprise, | wasn’t the only one in this
situation. One of my classmates was also waiting for his parents. Together, we
approached our principal, Sanjay Kumar sir, for help. He assured us, “Be strong. |f
your parents don’t come by tomorrow morning, we will take you home safely in the
school bus.” That night, my friend and | stayed together. We had a hearty meal from
the mess, thanksto Kantiram Daand L okhi Dawho served us even though it was not
aregular school day. They even gave us 3-5 packets of butter kaju biscuits. We slept
side by side that night, and although | was upset that my parents hadn’t come, |
learned avaluable lesson in strength and resilience. The following day, both of our
parentsarrived, explaining that they had gotten confused about the last day of school.
While it may seem like a small incident, that 13-year-old me grew much stronger
from that experience. | realized the importance of being resilient and self-reliant,
thanks to NV for instilling those qualities in me. This incident taught me that |
could survive anywhere across the globe, and for that, I'm forever grateful to my
school.

Dibya J Mandal, 8" batch
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There was an incident that | always remember, and used to share with my students. |
don’'t know othersremember it or not. Once before our annual exam wewere provided
aform by our school and asked to fill up our target (in % wise, like what percentage
| am preparing). We were confused because our principal sir had strictly instructed
usto fill our target. If wefail to hit the target then we would be sent back home. So
all of us were busy to decide what % they were targeting. All students, after lot of
discussions wrote their targets as 50%, 60%, 71%, according to their ability. Except
one, our beloved Pranjal da(Pranjal Pratim Konwar) who filled it as 100% for every
subject without thinking for a second (which hetold uslater at hostel). He said that
the papers were for 100 marks then why his target would be anything below that, it
must be 100. No matter how much we score in exam, but our target must always be
100%. We should give our best. It's alifelong lesson.

Mridul Boruah, 4 batch
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(4)
“Sagoli Bhoot”
When we were in class 10" in 2002, this incidence occurred right before our pre-
board exams. At that time, all of us used to stay up late to study, especially for math
due to the amount of practice required. Even though we were required to turn off the
lights in the dorms at 10 o’ clock every night as per the regular timetable, we were
allowed to leave them on while we studied for the board exam. Himadri, one of our
friends, and | practiced math on her bed one night in order to get ready for the
mathematics test. Since bunk beds were typical at the time she slept in the lower
bunk. In our temporary location, there used to be a door close to her bed normally
closed, aswe only used one door for our front side and one for the backside. Because
that door was closed, one of our friend Aparupa’s shoes were hung as she washed
them and kept them to dry on the hook of the door. While we were practicing our
math, suddenly we heard that someone was banging on the door, but there was no
response. | heard that many times, and | thought that might be our Cheddi chacha,
who used to wake us up every morning. So | tried to call it “Cheddi Chacha.” It
seemsthereis no response from the other side. It was happening every 2—3 minutes.
| got scared, and that lock on the door started moving and reached the point where
anytimethe door could open, and at last | said to my friend that it might be aghost or
something and we should run. Then we heard the banging sound very loudly, and at
that point in time, we realized that the door was going to open anytime if thiswas a
ghost. | just shouted loudly, “ Bhoot bhago. | wasthe onefirst to run towardsthe back
door, and | pushed the door and ran towards our madam’s room near our dormitory.
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| started calling our miss, “Please openthedoor”. Then | realized that after me, there
were my friends. Somewere running, somewere sleeping, but | didn’t know exactly
what happened, but | knew that something happened. One of my friends, Harpreet,
was dozing at that moment when she heard that bhago, and she jumped from the
upper berth of our bunk bed to save herself and got hurt by a big pillar, as did our
friend, Prity Gam, whom | saw crawling on the ground, trying to reach where everyone
was. By the time our friend Kalpana banged into the tubewell, the upper part of the
tubewell came out of her hand, and Kuntala, our friend, hit the pipe of our toilet and
broke into pieces. It was like a kiosk situation to save ourselves, and then our miss
opened the door and asked what had happened as we were all crying. Our juniors
also came out of curiosity to know what had happened. Then our miss called our
chowkidar bhaiyato check what had happened at that door. He saw some goats and
their babies were there, and they were the ones trying to sleep in the verandah near
the door, and it was because of the incident that it happened. So real ghosts were our
goats and the babies. The next day, it was also announced in the morning assembly
that something happened in the 10th grade hostdl last night. We were feeling shy at
that point, thinking that, because of the goats and the babies, we thought that was a
ghost. We can call the incident “Goats Ghost” or “ Sagoli Bhoot”.

Papori Sonowal, 1% batch

)
Fearful Aftermath of aHoli Mishap

The year was 2013. As our tenth-grade year approached, Holi was just around the
corner, but our hearts weren't in the festivities. The looming final exams had cast a
shadow on our maoods, for the gravity of class X cannot be compared to any other.
On Holi day, five of us decided to forego the vibrant celebrations in favor of the
academic block. Early inthe morning, after aquick breakfast, we sneaked into Class
VI(A) through a broken window, by going round the academic block from outside
asit was exactly opposite of the academic block. We spent the day immersed in our
studies, oblivious to the colorful revelry outside. However, our peaceful day was
shattered the next morning when we were summoned to the principal’s office. As
we entered, anxiety hung thick in the air. We were instructed to sit on the floor, and
Pal sir accused us of breaking the window and damaging school property. He even
threatened one of our friends with expulsion through a Transfer Certificate (TC) as
he tried to explain. The situation was incredibly delicate, and one of our friends
couldn’t hold back tears. The dreaded TC was our biggest fear at that time. After
enduring a barrage of accusations and scolding, we were allowed to return to the
dormitory, but thefear that had gripped usthat day stayed with usfor at least aweek.

Manash Konwar, 12" batch
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Oneday, it was during our Science period. Wewerein Class X, most probably, as|
cannot remember it exactly. We were given some homework: to learn by heart a
chapter’s questions and answers, which we would be asked the next day. Well, the
next day arrived. Our Science teacher entered the classroom. We greeted him very
respectfully by standing and wishing him Good Morning, asusual. Therewas compl ete
silence in the classroom. Sir pulled out a chair and seated himself. He looked all
around once and asked, “ Did you all hear and cometoday?’ There was amurmuring
response from all of us. He started with the first benchers, and those who could
answer were seated, while those who couldn’t were called out and made to stand
near the blackboard side wall. Now, it was my turn. | was very anxious and afraid,
thinking about what question he would ask me. It was a bad day for me too, as |
couldn’t get the answer correctly. | joined the wall by the blackboard. We were
standing straight as part of the punishment, whispering to each other and making
funny faces to our seated friends, who were smiling. Sir noticed us and intervened
immediately. He asked, “Why are you all smiling after not being ableto reply to the
guestion?’ He pointed to meindividually, repeating the same question. Then | replied,
“Sir, | like smiling when | get punishments.” It wasn't funny for him at all. He just
stretched his arm and put a gigantic, tight slap on my face. It was so painful and
irresistible. Literally, | saw stars. My whole face becamered, and | started weeping.
He asked me again, “Do you still want to smile more?’ | said, “No, Sir,” wiping my
tearswith my hands. Seeing my condition, Sir wasalso very worried, and he helplessly
consoled me with compassion. Thisis one of the incidents from school | will never
ever forget inmy life. And it has brought in me some good behavioral aspectsinlife.

Tara Prasad Mili, 6" batch

(8

| want to share avery special recipetoday, from our timein the school. Take acup of
flat rice. Wash it till soft and keep it aside on aplate. Collect nice biscuitsas many as
you can (from morning tea of course) and dip it in “laal saah” for 5 minutes. Mix
Horlicks, sugar, Maltova (a little bit of ghee if available) with the “sira’. Add 2
spoons of “xandoh guri” or “pithaguri” to it. Make a big cake shape structure. Now
isthetimefor someicing. Take out the soaked nice biscuits and smear it on the cake.
Call the birthday girl and it's time to cut the cake! Happy Birthday!

Devajani Goswami, 1% batch
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(10)

Monkeyman, also known as Kala Bandar, was reported in the mid-2001 when our
batch had just begun a beautiful journey from bud to bloom. The fear of Monkey
Man had spread through the north of Indiaand Assam and was never far from reaching
our girls’ hostels. One night, in one of the dorm rooms at the old campus, there was
suddenly chaos. Asthe newest batch, we were already afraid to peek here and there
to avoid getting scolded. So, when chaos erupted, we joined in, though | didn't
understand what had happened. Everyone was talking about something fearful. Out
of curiosity to know what had occurred, | gathered the nerve to visit the room next
door, from where our seniors came running. When | arrived, | was shocked to see
the room vacated by our seniors. Despite this, | mustered some courage to check if
anyone remained and went further inside. Nobody was there, but suddenly arush of
chilled wind passed from my legs to my whole body, making me shiver. My heart
raced asif it might burst out at any moment. Without a second thought, | dashed out,
feeling my legs becoming heavy and hard to move. As| exited theroom, | glimpsed
something black poking its head out from the slightly unlocked door. | felt my hands
and legs being pulled by the black creature, not realizing it was merely animagein
my head. Trembling, | returned to my room, my head feeling so heavy that | could
barely see. Later, | overheard my seniors discussing a Monkey Man attack in that
room, which led them to empty it and rush to another. | had mixed feelings. Did 1...?
Then, excitement flooded my mind, and involuntarily, | delved into a river of
imagination. The more | dwelled on it, the more my heart raced, yet at the same
time, | sighed in relief that | was alive and unharmed. After several minutes, |
discovered that agoat had been roaming in the veranda, confirmed by our warden. |
chuckled to myself. The black creature that flashed before my eyes might have been
the goat. Out of embarrassment, | didn’t disclose thisto anyone until now. However,
| recalled experiencing afeeling that was born from my own anxiety and fear, which
| amplified in my mind to create that “ Fear.”

Bithika Phukan, 4" batch

(11)
Once on 1st April, | screamed so loudly inside a bathroom that everyone outside
thought | was playing an April Fool’sjoke. However, | accidentally touched anaked
electric wire, causing it to break, and miraculously, | survived to tell the story.
Gautam Pegu, 3" batch

(12)
When Hirak was possessed by a ghost
(“Not” based on atrue story... it is an actual incident)
It was during winter in 2009 when we were in class 7. The bell for dinner has rang
and we, a few Nilgirian classmates and friends, were getting ready to go to the
dining hall. We called for Hirak Jyoti Gogoi, our friend, to come with us but he was
not in hisbed, which is usually where he should be at the time. We looked for himin
the hostel and shouted his name multiple times. It was then we realised that he was
not in the dormitory for the whole evening. But suddenly he appeared and we all
went to the dining hall. At that time hot water was being provided with dinner at the
dining hall and we used to take a water bottle with us to get some. When we were
eating, Hirak finished his meal quickly and went to wash his dish. We thought of
pulling a quick prank and hid his water bottle. When he came back and looked for
his water bottle he was unable to find it and asked us about the bottle. But strange
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thing isthat he didn’t utter asingle word while asking. Instead, he just extended his
hand and made continuous and aggressive noise of “ughh, ughh, ughh”. With time
he became angrier and the intensity of the sound became more and more grittier. We
thought let's give him back his bottle and as soon as we gave him the bottle his
demeanor changed and he became calm. He went to the dormitory ahead of us and
we went on continuing our dinner. After awhile we came back to the dormitory and
found Hirak to be sleeping. It was too early for Hirak to be asleep at thetime and so
we went to wake him up and ask him where he was that evening and what was that
sound hewas making at the dining hall. Hewasjolted awake and |ooked at us clueless
asif he doesn’t know us. We asked him, “Oi, kot asili toi gji gutei godhuli ? Gayab
hoi asili sun.. aru eitu ki asil ughh ughh (mimicking his action at the dining hall)?”’
Helooked at uswith an angry face for straight five minutes without uttering asingle
word while we were bombarding him with questions. Suddenly he went to sleep
again. We woke him up, again. Now his demeanor was changed and he mellowed
down. We asked him what happened but all he did was covered his mouth with a
hand. We asked him, “Eku kobo para nai?’ He moved his head sideways giving a
NO sign. | asked him the same question repeatedly and every time he signed no with
his head while covering the mouth. | thought he might be able to write it down then.
| went to grab a piece of paper and pen from my bed and asked him, “kobo para nai
jodi likhi de”. What he wrote gave all of us goose bumps and achill went down our
spine. “Mukhot kunubai hupa mari dhori ase” he wrote! (to be continued...)
Manish Kuntal Buragohain, 12™ batch

(13)
| havelearnt the best time management lesson of my lifeat INV Hostel (Blind School
Campus, Bihpuria) from Manas Hazarika. To savetime, precisaly speaking, to enhance
his sleeping time, he used to put toothpaste on the toothbrush before going to sleep.
He would wear his morning PET dress and socks while sleeping and would never
take morning tea. Inthisway he could save 15 minutes and 7 seconds of his precious
time which would otherwise bewasted. The ‘7 seconds' isfor the toothpaste activity.
The ‘No. 1 Businessman’ of Hostel was Manas Protim Chekanidhara. He could sell
anything in the hostel with huge profit margin right from an Omlete to colour
photographs.
Pranjal Pratim Konwar, 1% batch
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‘Time and tide wait for none’
In 2004 | began my journey in JNV Lakhimpur and cherished some memorable
yearstherethough in 2006 | had been transferred to INV Papumpare. The memorable

142 e ANUSMRITI 2023

VAL
Y [
{t A

A

bt T
o ¥

A
e

2%



i A

s
o

r.r

\"\a
i

)
% "‘\ ~

’
Lt

.‘o'l N A
¥

R
e

Rl

L

HHESITATRI

and tragic moments in JNV Lakhimpur, | remember now is the time spent with
Nurse Miss Ibemsha and PET teacher Babita miss, who were my roommates. |
remember the last meeting with Babitamiss before her tragic accident on her way to
JNV Lakhimpur... With Dipaba (TGT Science) | passed most of thetime. | also have
fond recollections of the times when Principal Sanjay Kumar Sir organized parties
for the teachers, creating enjoyable experiences. In Class-9, | remember Panasree
and Dipanjoli Gogoi as studentswho |eft alastingimpression. In Class-7, theteachers
often discussed about Prince and some other brilliant students. In Class-6 Martin
Deori, Janapratim Gowswami were some of the brilliant students. Those were the
times which will always remain evergreen in my memory. The daysin Holi festival
were the most fascinating moments when | locked myself in room, but not able to
hide myself and at last enjoyed with the ladies. Missed the moments alot.

Sangita Hazarika, Teacher (English)

(16)

Oncel playedinter hostel kabaddi representing Nilgiri Senior House against Udaigiri
senior house. As| went on to raid the other side, Udaigiri boys caught hold of me by
my trousers. As| wastall enough and the crossing linewas bit away, | dived to touch
the line only to leave my trousers at the hands of Udaigiri boys. Later, the boys fell
over me deliberately to cover me up. It still makes me laugh when | recollect the
incident.

Kamal Jyoti Borah, Teacher (Biotechnology)
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Audio Credits
Music Competition & Lyrics - Apormn Anupam (Anupam Bora, 4th Batch)
Froduced and arranged by - Amitabh Barooa
Mix-Master by- Siddharth Barooa @ Lucid Recess Studio, Guwahati
Guitar, Bass and Keyboard - Amitabh Barooa
Flute - Rupankar Das
Tabla, Bongo and percussion - Raja Boruah
Harmonium - Apom Anupam ( Anupam Bora, 4" Batch)
Wocals: Indra Kumar Patir (47 Batch), Apom Anupam (4" Batch). Bio Pegu (5" Batch),

Jubin Changmai (15" Batch), Dip Jyoti Deori (3™ Batch), Tikendrajit Chintey (147 Batch), ~ =
Punarm Hazarika (8" Balch), Navanita Kalita (8" Batch), Tulika Bonia (2™ Batch), Scan the QR code T Walth
Priyadarshini Bhuyan (20" Batch) the Theme Song on Youtube
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